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BOOKS YOU SHOULD READ 


By SWAMI ABYEDANANDA: 


| Life Beyond Death: A Critical 
U = Study in the Mystery of Psyche 
= and Spiritualism. Witha_ pho- 
to of a Spirit-writing, Rs. 6/8. 
| India and Her People: A Survey 
= ofthe social, political, educa- 
tional and religious conditions 
| of India. An _ epoch-making 
= book (New edition), Rs. 6/8. 
Our Relation to the Absolute: A 
| Study in True Psychology, Rs 6. 
U Science of Psychic Phenomena : 
2 A critical Study in the Mind 
| and its Powers. Rs. 4. 
U Doctrine of Karma: A Study in 
= the Practice and Philosophy of 
| work. The Author has unveil- 
U ed the mystery and interpreted 
the arts of work. Rs. 3. 
Lectures in India: 
thoughts on Religion and Nation- 
alism. Rs. 3/8 
Songs Divine: 
with English 
verse Rs. 2 
Idea! of Education : 


Inspiring 
Sanskrit Hymns 
translation in 


The aim 


and object of Education has 


been delineated in this neat 


= - volume, Re. 1. 
Reincarnation : A key-note to 
the Pegg or a of the Greeks, 
> Hindus, Christians, Sufis, Chi- 
nese, etc. and the theory of Re- 
li birth prevailing among all the 
s nations of the world Rs. 1/12. 
How to bea Yogi: An _illumina- 
| ting work on the philosophy 
and practice of Yoga explained 
| at > bar light of Modern science ; 


tn Affection and Divine 

Love: A work on Mysticism de- 
aling with process of Divine Co- 
mmunion through love and love 
alone Rs. 1/4. 

Spiritual Unfoldment : The Gui- 
ding star towards religious per- 
fection. Rs. 2. 


A Study 


Path of Realization : 
and 


12 Comparative Religion 
Philosophy. Rs. 4. . 


Self- -Knowledge : A Study inthe 
a of the Upanishads. 
“4 


Religion of the Twentieth Cen- 
tury : As. 12. 


Christian Science and Vedanta: 
As. 8. 


Divine Heritage of Man: A 
clear solution of all questions 
and problems of God, His — 
tence and attributes, Rs. 


Sayings of Ramakrishna : A ia 
anthology of the precepts and 
parables of the great Master by 
his gifted disciple. Rs. 3. 

Attitude of Vedanta Towards 
eligion : Selected Lectures on 
Vedanta and Religion. Rs. 6/8. 

PAMPHLETS 


AT SIX ANNAS EACH 


Why a Hindu Accepts Christ 
and Rejects Churchianity : Spi- 
titualism and Vedanta: Why 
a Hindu is a Vegetarian : Unity 
and Hermony : Word and Cross 
in Ancient India ; Motherhood 
of God : Religion of Vedanta: 
a Evolution and its Pur- 


As. 4. 


* * 


Presidential Address : 
* + 
Swami Vivekananda and Mod- 
ern India: by Swami Jagadish- 

warananda. As. 12. 

Progress and Perfection: by 
Swami Prajnananda Re. 1. 

An Apostle of Monism : by Sister 
Shivani (Mrs Mary LePage) A 
learned Introduction by Dr. 
Basu. Bagchi. Neat Volume 
with excellent get-up—with 
many pictures and designed 
flap Rs. 7.8. 


3 Ramakrishna Vedanta Math 
| 19 B, Raja Rajkrishna Street, Calcutta--6 
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Royal 8 vo, 265 pages. 60 pages of half-t. tone {esteations 150 (photographs) on fine Art 
paper, 17 Maps, 8 Appendices and 27 Route Tables. 


The innumerable photographs, maps and picturesque descriptions 
with which the book abounds gives one the feeling of having a for- | 
tunate windfall when he chances to stumble on it. 

Special D- Lawes Edition Rs. 15). Popular Edition ... Rs. 12-8-0 
$ 5.00/- Sh-25,- (Forwarding Charges Extra) 
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Outstanding Religious Books for Libraries 


MAHTAMA GANDHI: An Interpretation. E. Stanley Jones. Sh. 2.00 


THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE STAINTS: An Anthology 
of Christian Devotional Literature. Thomas S. Kepler Do!lars 7.50 
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CHILDREN'S PRAYERS FOR EVERY DAY. Jessie E. Moore 1.00 
JESUS THE PREACHER. Francis J. Handy 1.75 
THE GOSPEL AND OUR WORLD. Georgia Harkness 1.50 
TEN DAYS TILL HARVEST. Elsie Ball 1.75 
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i INTERMEDIATE. TUTORIALSSERIES 


: QUICK, EASY AND SURE SUCCESS 
QUESTION AND ANSWER COURSE 


* Intermediate Physics—Part | 

* Intermediate Physics—Part | | 

i * Intermediate Inorganic Chemistry 

y * Intermediate Organic Chemistry 

} * Intermediate Botany 

* Intermediate Zoology 

* Intermediate Logic Deductive 

* Intermediate Logic Inductive 

* Intermediate Civics 

* Itermediate Economics 

; The Purpose of the Series is to give Students inthe form of ‘Question and 
Answer’, aclear insight into the Subject. To this end the questions set st 


Intermediate Examinations over:a period of sevaral years have been collated 
revised and arranged in the various chapters written in the same orders‘ as other 


commonly used Text Books. 
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Fifth Year 
= Good Parents Association 


POPULATION ESSAY CONTEST 
Prize Rs. 700/- 


Friends of the Good Parents Association have contributed Hundred of Rupees towards 
the Contest. 


Winners of the Contest 


1946 Satya Swaroop. Punjab’s Population ard Health Problems. 

1947 A C. Bhatia. India's Population and Focd Supply. 
1948 S A. Joshi. Population. Policies of Nations with High Population Pressure. 
1949 Man Mohan Mehta. Rehabilitation of Uprooted Population. . 
The Essay may be written on Family Planning plus any other topic or topics related to 
population. A Young Educator, Doctor or. Economist may pursue research for years with 

assurance that his or her findings can be entered in the Contest, 
The prize winning Essay must be more than five thousand words typewritten on one side 
sr only. It shouldbe written in the official language of India, Pakistan, Ceylon. 


rme, orthe United Nations. One typed copy should be submitted by May 30, 1950. 
\ copy of the Winning Essay shall be sent tothe donor with signed permission from the 
iner to publish it in a book of essays on population. This permit shall not impair any 
copyrights of the winner 
The date of Award shall be August, 1950. 
You can easily win the Population Essay Contest. Only a half dozen contestants 
entered each year since 1944. They received hundreds of rupees in prizes plus promotions 
their careers. Enter the Ggntest today---Write for a list of topics and further info: mation to-- 
Sant Ram Bhatia, Secretary, 
and Editor, THE INDIAN LIBRARIAN, 
TALBOT HOUSE, The Mall, SIMLA (INDIA) 


Earn the Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Award 


Join the Good Parents Association. Get health and medical advice at minimum cost. 
For free application write to Dr. Satya Swaroop, President of the Good Parents Assiociation. 
All India Institute of Hygien and Public Health, 110, Chittaranjan Avenue. CALCUTTA. 





HINTS TO INDIAN LIBRARIES 


Our New Catalogue Of Library Supplies with many new items 
is now available. It will serve You asa useful guide in selecting 
the right and standard size of Library Supplies for Your Library. 


All the ‘Supplies’ listed in this New Catalogue are made 
under the personal supervision of an expert and qualified 
librarian Of 35 years standing. Your little enquiry will bring 
full details, descriptions, specifications and prices of all kinds of 
‘Supplies’ used by Your Library without any obligation. 

Write for your Copy Today. 
Always Use Our: Accession Registers. Borrowers’ Registers Loan Registers. Book 
Cards. Borrowers’ Cards. Catalogue Cards Catalogue and 


‘helf List Guide Cards. Periodical Record Cards. Posters - ‘How 
To Find A Book’ & ‘Hew To Use This Catalogue’. 


INDIAN LIBRARY SERVICE DEPOT MEHRA & Co., 


Bahadurgarh Road (Opposite Deputy Ganj) DELHI 
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EDITORIAL FORUM 
Libraries & Industrial Research 


India, inspite of her ancient civilization and culture, has un- 
tortunately lagged behind other progressive countries of the world 
in the sphere of material progress. This is mainly because of her 
late entry into this field. It is a matter of great pride however that 
she has already produced great and famous scientists like Sir Jagdish 
Chandra Bose, Sir P.C. Ray. Sir C. V. Ramanand Dr. Birbal Sahni. 
We are thus steadily making up for the lost time by putting in in- 
tensive efforts not only in the field of science, but also in many other 
branches of human activity such as agriculture, forestry, sociology, 
finance and literature etc. And all this in spite of the obvious limi- 
tations under which we labour. In the sphere of industrial develop- 
ment, however, we are still far behind others. We have plenty of 
talent, but have so far suffered for lack of opportunities and proper 
facilities. We are nevertheless trying to forge ahead. Our Uni- 
versities and other Technical Institutes have, already taken up 
programmes of great scientific development in right earnest and 
are sending out every year hundreds of young graduates imbued 
with the spirit of service and zeal for research work in the various 


branches of modern sciences. 


Sir Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar, Secretary, Government of India, 
Department of Scientific Research, Director, Industrial and Scienti- 
fic Research, is at present actively busy organising and preparing 











EDITORIAL 


his army of research workers who will, it is hoped, produce results| 
of tremendous value to the future development of industries in the 7 
country. Indian industrialists too have now realised the great need” 
and value of scientific research as the basis for all future progress 
inthe industrial line. Great capitalists, who only a few years ago 
were feeling shy investing their capital on industrial projects and 
were sceptical as to the use and value of laboratories as an aid to) 
industry, have now changed their views and are investing freely in — 
the development of basic industries. Search for the unexplored re-|/ 
sources is being vigorously pushed forward to complete the pro: | 
grammes of industrial expansion, already chalked out. All this augurs 
well for the future development of the country, and time is not 
distant when India will take its rightful place among the great pro- 
gressive countries of the world. 


To achieve the desired results, however, it will not do to leave 
the research workers alone to shift for themselves. The country 
at large and the Government of the day both owe to these workers 
a duty which is equally urgent and essential. They must do all in 


peat I ee ee ee 


their power to provide the workers not only with fully equipped 
laboratories but also with up to-date literature onthe subjects of 
their research It is of the utmost inportance that knowledge gained 
by workers elsewhere inthe world oathe various phases of chemi= | 
cal, technical and industrial research should be made available to ( 
our workers properly classified, indexed, and arranged. This duty 
falls on the librarian. Itis he who must collect all relevant and | 
up-to-date information, and place it freely at the disposal of our 
scientists. Unless the librarian fully realises his responsibility in this 
respect and shows keenness and a spirit of national service in the 
discharge of his duty to the best of his ability, the progress of 
research in the country cannot be as rapid and satisfactory as desir- 
ed. The provision of a net-work of special libraries dealing exclu- 
sively with technical and industrial subjects and regularly brought up- 
to-date from time to time is the crying need of the day. Equally 
great is the need of finding trained and highly qualified librarians, ; 
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EDITORIAL 


full of patriotic zeal and actuated by a spirit of national service 


and pride. 


There are some well-equipped technical libraries in India, but 
they are lamentably few and scattered too far apart to be made use 
of by scientists working all over the country. Many more are 
urgently needed, particularly ator near the centres of industrial 
and technical research. Time has come when each University and 
Technical or Industrial Concern should have its own fully equipped 
special library for use of its research workers, apart from their general 
library. 


Another pressing need is system of inter-library loans. This is 
necessary because literature on technical, industrial and other speci- 
alised subjects is generally very costly and beyond the means of a single 
library organisation. Its supply should therefore be more or less a 
national concern towards which the entire country must contribute. 

Our main objective in bringing out a Special Number on 
Technical and Research Libraries is that of arousing in the country an 
enthusiasm for starting such libraries in large numbers. We earnestly 
appeal to the Government. Industrialists, Capitalists and Philanthro- 
pists throughout India and to the intelligentsia in the country to 
appreciate our motive and to co-operate with us in bringing our 
efforts to successful fruition. 


Obituary 
Khan Bahadur Khalifa Muhammad Asadullah 

It is with profound sorrow I heard the news of the sad demise 
of K. M. Asadullah in Lahore on 23rd November, 1949, at the age of 
fifty nine. He retired from the library profession somewhere 
about 1948. The first time I came into contact with him was in the 
year 1937 atthe Third AllIndia Library Conference held in Delhi. 
With his genial smile and courteous deportment he introduced me 
and some other delegates from Trivandrum as those coming from the 
extreme south to the Vice-chancellor of the Delhi University and 
other members. 
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He was born on 6th August. 1890, in Lahore, was educated in © 


Islamia School and College; graduated from the Forman Christian 


College, Lahore in 1913. He was appointed as Librarian of Lahore 4 


Government College on Rs. 50 per month beirg the first Graduate of 


the Punjab to take the library profession.. He was called “ Educated © 


duftri ” in those days and was looked down by his fellow graduates. 
Mr. Asadullah was one of the first Indian Librarians to be trained by 
Asa Don Dickinson in the Punjab University Library and got his 
certificate with distinction. 


He reorganized Government College Central Library as well 
as its departmental libraries, Library of the Chemical Department and 
the Stephenson Vernacular Library and put them on the Dewey 
Decimal System of Classification. 

From Lahore he went to Aligarh University (1919-1921) as 
Librarian of the Lytton Library. In 1921 he was taken as Librarian 
of the Imperial Secretariat Library, Delhi, which post he held till 1929. 
In the beginning of 1929 he was appointed to Officiate in place of 
Mr. Chapman, Librarian of Imperial Library. Calcutta, and was later 
on confirmed in the post. He introduced the Dewey System of 
Classification in the Secretariat Libraries at Delhiand Simla. He 
obtained the Diploma of the Library Association, London, and was 
elected Fellow of the Association in 1930. 


He was the Founder and Secretary of the Indian Library Asso- 
ciation all the years till 1948. He was awarded the title of Khan 
Bahadur in the year 1935, Hewas Trustee and Honorary Treasurer 
of the Indian Museum, Calcutta, and also Founder of the Muslim 
Club, Calcutta. 


As Librarian of the Imperial Library, Calcutta, he did yeomen 
service to the country by his efficient administration of that library 
in enabling every person to get at the rich material treasur.d in that 
library. He was responsible for the introduction of a complaint book, 
wherein readers were at liberty to put down their grievances. He 
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OBITUARY 


undertook the modification of the schemes of classification for Urdu, 
Persian and Arabic books. He also revived the idea of making the 
Imperial Library the Copyright Library of the country. He opened 
the Library Training class in 1936 in Calcutta. 


As Secretary of the Indian Library Association, he did much 
pioneer work in arranging for Library Conferences every two years 
in editing the Bulletin of the Association and improving the status 
and condition of the Indian Librarians. He was always busy with the 
work of the Association, which he very dearly loved and encouraged 
all those, who sincerely worked for it. His business like instinct and 
promptness in work and his universal sympathy and good will to 
every Indian Librarian need no particular mention. 


Those Indian Librarians who attended the Library Conferences 
will always remember him as their genial and sympathetic friend, who 
always had the progress of the profession at his heart, both inside 
the Conference and at the tea table. 


This pioneer Indian Librarian and Educationist had his faults 
also. He was said to be intolerent of criticism bya section of the 
profession. This was: because he was deeply courageous and very 
strong in the expression of the views he held on any matter. which 
fact was not palatable to some, who characterised his action as 
‘bureaucratic and savering of red-tape’. But this is only of minor 
importance. If anyone reviews the work he had undertaken and 
sees how successfully he had to wade through the opposition from 
certain quarters-Government as well as public the volume of good 
work turned out by him will seem very large indeed. 


His life is an indication to all Indian Librarians of showing how 
from very small beginnings one could mount the highest pinnacle of 


fame and glory through very hard work, sincere good will and un- 
bounded enthusiasm in the cause of library growth and development. 
He was pioneer in starting the library training classes in India. The 
Library Movement, in all its diversified phases in our country bears 
the impress of his strong individuality. 
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We send our sincere sympathy to the members of his bereaved! 


family. Little did we dream that his end would be so soon barely a 
year after his retirement from the profession May his soul rest in. 
peace. 

-K. Nagaraja Rao 


India Office Library 








When the India Office in London was wound up more than two} 
years ago, it was decided that the very large, and choice collection |, 
of books on Indeology stocked in its Library would be made over to 


the successor Governments to be divided up between India and 
Pakistan. But it seems that no active steps have been taken by the 


Government of India to arrange for this division, since the books are 


scill in London in >the custody of the British Ministry of Common- 


wealth Relations which has succeeded to the old India and Colonial | 
Offices. The President of the Indian Library Association, has stated, in | 
the course of a communication to the press, that when he was in| 


England last year he found a readiness in high quarters to part with 
the Library for the benefit of the Indian and Pakistan dominions. 
Presumably, then it is we who are guilty of procrastination in the 
matter. It is true that the Central Ministry of Education has 


announced once or twice its decision to send a small committee of | 
represeatatives to England to take up this question with the authori- | 


ties there. But nothing seems to have transpired afterwards. The 


visit to London has evidently not materialised and matters stand | 


where they have stood these two years. But there is one materia! 
change. On account of the remissness that we have displayed in 
asking for what belongs to us, suggestions are already being made 
that the Library will be proved to be more useful if it is allowed to 
remain in London which has the largest concentration of students of 
Indeology. The tropical climate of the Indian sub-continent is put 
forth as another argument in favour of the books staying where 
they are. Weare sure that the Government of India will not allow 
themselves to be influerced by this insidious propaganda, The 
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INDIA OFFICE LIBRARY 


Library should come where it rightly belongs and as soon as it 
returns home those who want to make use of it will flock to wheré 
it ise Also, the mere fact that London has a cooler climate is no 
argument in favour of our stocking our books there. We have fairly 
big libraries in this country and we are able to look after them with 
some care and success, notwithstanding the long spell of summer heat 
and the humidity of our rainy season. Admittedly, the problem of 
the division of the stocks with Pakistan is rather knotty, for with 
the mood that our neighbour is in, an amicable settlement may not be 
easy to reach. But the effort is worth making. Anticipation of 
failure has not prevented us from going into conference with her a 
number of times in the past- And who knows this may be the first 
turning in what has proved to be a long lane, indeed! 


A Brief ce, 


The India Office Library is one of the largest collections in the 
world of printed and manuscript materials in indeology. It grew 
out of the Library of the East India Company which was originally 
housed in the East India House in the Leadenhall Street. It was 
formed as a repository of the books and manuscripts collected by 
the Company's servants in India. It was removed to its present 
quarters in King Charles Street, Whitehall, in 1867. It was entitled 
to the copyright privileges contained in the Indian Press and Regis- 
tration of Books Act (Act XXV of 1867). The copyright deposit 
has been the most prolific source of its accessions after that date. 
In 1895 the scope of its accessions was liberalised so as to include 
all published materials relating to India and a selection of those 
relating to Asia. 


Printed Books 
An analysis of its stock of printed books :— 


Language Number of Volumes 
European 60,000 
Sanskrit 19,000 
Pali 1,000 
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A BRIEF HISTORY 





Hindi 19,400 
Punjabi 5,000 
Gujarathi 9,500 
Marathi 9,200 
Uriya 4,000 
Bengali 24,000 
Nepali 450 
Assamese 700 
Kashmiri 130 
Sindhi 2,300 
Zend 24 
Persian 4,700 
Urdu 20,000 
Arabic 5,000 
Tamil 15,000 
Malayalam 1,260 
Kanarese 2,500 
Telugu 6,200 
Chinese 1,850 
Tibetan 120 
Total iid 212,430 


There are also a few books in several other Indian and Asian 
languages. The manuscripts include about 70 separate collections. 
About 48 per cent of these were officially deposited by the different 
administrations in India. About 40 per cent were presented by 
official and non-official scholars who had collected them while in 
India. The remaining 12 per cent had been purchased. The Sans- 
krit manuscripts number about 8,000 while the Arabic and Persian 
ones make up an equal number. 

Orher Materials 
In addition to books and manuscripts the Library has a good 


collection of drawings and photographic negatives of Indian anti- 
quities. The number of negatives is about 2,300. 
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A Plea for Special Libraries Section 


The Indian Library Conference held in 1946 in Baroda made 
itself conspicuous by passing Resolutions of far-reaching impor- 
tance. The subject of one of the Resolutions was the establishment, 
within the frame-work of and as an integral part of the Indian Library 
Association, of a Special Libraries Section whichwould serve asa 
nucleus of special library movement in this country, and extend 
the Indian Library movement in a new and useful direction. Indeed, 
so great and varied is the need for such an expansion, so new is the 
field of special librarianship, so numerous are the directions along 
which there can be development that the most scholarly and thorough- 
going librarian will have abundant scope for his energy, goodwill 
and initiative. Development and expansion are the order of the 
day. Leaders and authorities are continually busy evolving schemes 
for the promotion of science, technology and industry. Throughout 
the length and breadth ef the country, new vocational institutions, 
new technological enterprises, more research establishments are 
coming into being. These are demanding and will continue to 
demand that librarians in this country will walk in step with the 
times and spread the benefits of their profession to the young and 
growing institutions. No-onecan say, witha sense of satisfaction, 
that Indian librarianship has progressed so far as to be able to repose: 
on its laurels. Rest, in these days, is a synonym for stagnation. 
That way decadence lies. 

The field of special litrary service, by its very novelty happens 


to be such as to warrant a few elementary considerations to offset 
any confused thinking and misgivings in our own minds. One may 
ask, what is, after all, a special library, what goes to make a special 
librarian and in what does differ the special library service from 
the usual one. Numerous are the articles and references in which 
definitions of a special library are given at more or less great length. 
Recently, the Indian Library Association circulated a “digest of the 
American views on the definition of the term together with an 
analysis of the Presidentship of the Special Libraries Association of 
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America, as found in the April issue” for the benefit of some of its 
members. There is a satisfyingly lengthy definition in the ‘‘Glossary 
of Special Library Terms” and more definitions could no doubt be 
added to the list. Nevertheless, to cut a long story short. a defini- 
tion which seems neither too long to be pedantic nor too short to be 
exhaustive may be reproduced here and it is referred to as due to 
Miss Manley in the Annual Education Course of the Special Libraries 
Association in the U.S.A. “A special library is a special collection, ser- 
ving a special clientele, and using special methods for the purpose.” 
Such libraries, are, as a rule, small devoted as they are to a parti- 
cular subject but if they cater for a compact group of closely allied and 
overlapping subjects, they may assume the stature of comparatively 
big libraries. Libraries of this kind are usually those of technical 
research institutes, Learned Societies, Central, commercial, industrial 
and economic organizations, institutions of fairly long standing ia 
the fields of agriculture, madicine, forestry, veterinary science, various 
branches of engineering not excluding irrigation, to mention some of 
these that already exist in this country. Such libraries may maintain 
various sub-libraries more devoted to particular subjects. The Indian 
[Institute of Science Library in Bangalore has been building up and 
maintaining for instance, a special aeronautical sub-library, a sub- 
library devoted to internal combustion engineering, a sub-library 
for high voltage engineering, a sub-library for matallurgy and a sub- 
library, for social sciences and economics. Although these are 
stated here as sub-libraries, each one of them can be looked upon 
as a special library. The task of building such special, small or big 
collections and their working present problems and practical difficul- 
ties of their own. The realisation of this fact has been the cause of 
the evolution of the so-called special library technique in foreign 
countries. 

It is necessary to remove any possible erroneous impression the 
above lines might create that special libraries are sub-libraries. They 
are not. But what has been stated indicates that the converse is 
true, that sub-libraries devoted to a special field mav be classed as 
special libraries, that sub-libraries if run by trained special librarians 
may be as-useful as independent special libraries, that the growth 
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and development of such sub-libraries and that of independent special 
libraries may run on parallel lines. The building up of special collec- 
tions requires an obvious pre-requisite in the builder or the special 
librarian- In the final analysis the Special Librarian, Reference 
Librarian and Information Officer are kindred souls. The Special 
Librarian has not only to organize and administer his collection with 
the professional skill of a librarian ‘with the maturity of age and 
vitality of youth”, but has to build up efficient information service 
in his special field if, of his restricted clientele, “the greatest number 
are to share the greatest good’,. For this task, he must know his 
special field. In other words, he must also be sort of specialist, 
librarian-cum-specialist, a librarian among librarians ap4 specialist who 
will get a hearing among specialists. We know the classical definition 
of a specialist as “one who knows more and more about less and less”: 
but the librarian has rather to militate against this tendency and 
indeed more often than not, has to make up for the narrowness of 
the specialist. Only then, will the special librarian be in a position 
to “deliver the goods” more or less satisfactorily. 
A plea for special library training 

Even though it is assumed that the need, purpose and value of 
special libraries and an organization which would promote their 
interests in this country as fastas the changes taking place in the 
fields of business and economics, medicine, the sciences and technology 
and social weltare and small and big industries and professions, do 
not need to be established before librarians who are fully alive to 
the fast moving chinges, the question arises how shall we train our 
vouths so that they may grow to be special librarians. In the course 
of one’s experience asa librarian, especially in a specialized field, one 
is deeply impressed by a serious lacuna in our librarianship. A look 
at the world of learning and librarianship abroad further deepens 
this impression. The whole field of special librarianship, with its 
peculiar problems and methods, aims and objects is a sealed book to 
us. The subject, important though it is, seems to engage our attention 
only casually and receivesa mere passing reference in our curriculi 
and library courses. We have had giants in the profession, it is 
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true-librarians who would bring honour to any country, distinguished 
exponents, honest administrators, able scholars, brilliant classifiers, 
earnest seekers after knowledge. But, have we touched even the 
fring of the special libraries problem? No, and there are reasons 
for it. We refute any suggestion that librarians in this country are 
less progressive in their outlook than their co-brethern in other 
countries or that they think that there is no room or need for expan- 
sion or growth in the library service. There is no question of apathy 
or any streak of inadaptibility to the new changes that nolens volens 
have taken place in tha library field. . The truth is that librarianship 
in this country was hitherto struggling hard for its very raison d'etre 
and for the establishment of its claim of being a science in itself and 
suffered to see beyond its reach the more distant subject of special 
librarianship. Today, there are not only Certificate and Diploma 
Courses in Librarianship available in several Unversities, but library 
science is considered a fit subject for a degree course in at least one 
University in this country. In the interests of the promotion of the 
library movement let us cast our nets wide and throw open the field 
of special librarianship and it would not be surprising if even specia- 
lists would rush in, specialists who will nodoubt do excellent jobs of 
their situations and render useful service to the country and to the 
profession. 

To those who attended the annual education course of the 
Pittsburgh Chapter of the Special Libraries Association, H.C., 
Anderson of the United States Bureau of Mines addressed the 
following words :— 

“But special libraries must have special librarians, and how do 
librarians get that way? There are three main ways by which 
librarians are likely to enter the special field. They go in as assis- 
tants, they fall heir to an organized library or they go in alone where 
many a librarian has ever been before. Fortunate is he who goes 
in as an assistant. Volumes have been written on training special 
librarians, but of all the ways of instruction, apprenticeship in a good 
library under a good teacher tops the list. By this method the 
novice is supported by experience, and so gradually goes off on his 
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own that he scarcely realizes when the support is withdrawn. Next 
fortunate are the ones who inherit organized libraries. If you are 
less fortunate, you may discover that you are just a link in a chain 
of feeble, half-hearted attempts to puta library on its feet. If this 
happens co your lot, you border on the last, the least fortunate group 
of all. These are the ones who pioneer.” 


The subject being quite new in India it is necessary to consider 
it in the light of experience gained elsewhere. In England there is 
the Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux esta- 
blished as long ago as in 1931 and recently the British Society for 
International Bibliography has been incorporated init. This Asso- 
ciation has published important literature dealing with all aspects 
of special library work, including the training of special librarians 
and that of information officers. It published in 1945 a “Manual of 
special library technique” as Vol. I of Aslib Manuals and has 
successfully been holding Summer Courses of lectures for special 
librarians. In the U.S.A., there is the American Special Libraries 
Association which was formed much earlier and it has to its credit 
a number of special publications of interest to commercial, financial, 
banking, chemistry and social welfare libraries and the National 
Publications Committee has announced as ‘in preparation’ a series 
of manuals for special libraries, such as “General Manual for special 
libraries’, “Manual for news-paper libraries”, Manual for science- 
technology libraries”, “Subject headings for aeronautical libraries.” 
These are the developments taking place in this field in some of the 
progressive western countries and it is up to librrians in this country 
to ponder and decide whether we should adopt the ostrich policy 


and shut our eyes towards these developments, or start doing some- 
thing in the matter ? 


Are there special libraries in India ? 


That there isa demand in some quarters for a review or some 
kind of reprospect and prospect of the special libraries question in 
this country is in itself a hopeful sign that augurs well for the future. 
The Indian Library Association had already appointed an ad hoc 
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committee to go into the question. Most of the members of the ad 
hoc committee are themselves in charge of libraries devoted to specia- 
lized fields such as agriculture, irrigation, science and technology. 
A first annotated guide-list of special libraries in this country was 
published in October-December, 1941, issue of the Modern Librarian. 
It shows that there are already in this country libraries attached to 
special organizations in such fields as public health and hygienz, chemi- 
cal technology, industries, railways, forestry. geology, medicine, 
serology, dairying, veterinary sciences, architecture, commerce, 
meteorology statistics, banking.,otany, zoology, tropical medicine, 
indeology and Indian culture. Libraries devoted to textiles and food 
technology have recently been started at Ahmedabad and Mysore. 
More libraries are coming into existence. A library devoted entirely 
to chemistry will grow up at Poona, a library of fuel technology at 
Dhanbad, a glass and ceramics library at Calcutta, a metallurgy at 
Jamshedpur, and a library of the National Physical Institute at Delhi. 
Furthermore, a library for leather research will be built up at Madras, 
another for the Electric Chemical Research Institute at Karaikudi, a 

library for building research at Roorkee, a library for the Road Rese- 
arch Institute at Delhi, anda library for the Central Drug Research 

Institute. There are at least three information bureaux which 

are functioning now;at Kanpur, Delhi and Bangalore and there are 

indications that more will be starred in future. With these develop- 
ments more librarians with experience in technical fields will be 

called upon to undertake the work of organizing new libraries as well 

as filling positions in existing libraries. The library profession will 

have to rise to the occasion. The importance of specialization plus 

library training, and the establishment of a Section in the Indian 

Library Association which would promote the interest of special library 
service in all its aspects cannot therefore be overemphasized. 


(-Reproduced and extended from Current Science.) 


You may also read :-- 
1. Special Librariesin South Africa, by Hazel Meas. Special Libraries, 
July-August, 1949. P. 207. 

Special Librarianship--What it connotes, by S. R. Ranganathan. 


—Special Libraries, November. 1949, P 36], 
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Technical Research Libraries in India 
Annamalai University Library 


K. Nagaraja Rao, M.A., B.L. Librarian. 


The Annamalai University was founded in the year 1929 with 
the munificent endowment of 20 lakhs of rupees made by the late 
Doctor Rajah Sir S. R. M. Annamalai Chettiar and with an equal 
amount contributed by the Government of Madras. The Sri 
Minakshi College Library with its 16,000 volumes was also handed 
over to the University and this formed the nucleus of the University 
Library. To meet the demands of higher education and research, 
the University spent over four and half lakhs of rupees for the years 
1929 to 1949 and many valuable books and periodicals were pur- 
chased. 


In the year 1945 the Engineering and Technology departments 
were opened in the University and the annual grant for books 
tor these departments has been over Rs. 10,000 per year. 

To cope with the demands of the new sections thus opened, the 
number of books purchased under Civil Engineering was 770, Ele- 
ctrical Engineering 288, and Mechanical Engineering 286. 214 books, 
were bought for the Technology department of the University. 

Many important reference books were also obtained. A brief 
mention of some is given here. 


Call Numbers 


Audels Mechanical Dictionary A31DEl1 H2 
Sandy (A. H.) Dictionary of Engineering 

and Machine Shop terms. A31DEIOJ H6 
Roget (S. R.) Dictionary of Electric terms. A31DE13 H4 
Meyer (A. W.) Chemical Technical 

Dictionary. A31E8:113 H2 


Camm (F.J) ed. Dictionary of Metals and 


their alloys, composition & characteristics A31E818 HO 
Chamber's Technical dictionary ed. By Tawney. A31F HO 
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Newmark (Maxim.) : Dictionary of Science 
and Technology in English-French-German- 


Spanish. A31F H3 
Offinger (H): Pocket Technological dictionary 

in 3 languages-3 parts. A31F H3. 1-3 

Some important Encyclopaedias are also mentioned below 

Nostran (Van): Scientific Encyclopaedia A32B H4 
Barnwell (George-W) ed. New Encyclopaedia 

of Machine shop practice. A32DE10 H1 
Dyke (A. L.): Automobile and Gasoline 

engine encyclopaedia. A32DE13 H3 
Camm (CF. J.): Practical wireless 

encyclopaedia. A32DE137 H6 
Jones (Casey): Cyclopaedia of Aviation 

terms ed. By Williams (Henry Lionel). A32DE14 H6 
Camm (F. J.): Practical Motorist’s 

encyclopaedia. A32DE93 HI 
Corkhill (T)ed. Concise Building 

Encyclopaedia. A32DE94 H3 


Dwsett (H. M.) ete : Handbook of 
Technical Instruction for Wireless 


Telegraphs. A33DE137 H4 
Odham’s Practical and Technical 

Encyclopaedia, A32F H7 
Kirk (R. E.): ed. Encyclopaedia of Chemical 

Technology. vols. 1. to 3. A32FO H7. 1-3 


Several important hanbooks have also been acquired as follows:— 
Hutton (W. S.): Works Manager's handbook 


of rules, formulae, Tables etc. in 16 Sections. A33DE G8 


Brady (George S.): Materials handbook. A33DE0002 H4 
King (H. W.): Handbook of hydraulics A33DE0v04 G9 
Davis (C. V.): Handbook of Applied 

hydraulics. do H2 
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Eshbach (O.W.) ed. Handbook of 


engineering fundamentals. A33DE02 H4 
Oberg (Erik) etc: Machinery’s handbook. A33DE02 H5 
Gess (Louis) ed: Flow mcter-engineer- 
ing handbook. A33DE03 H6 
Kempe (H. R.) comp: Engineer’s yearbook 
ot formulae, rules, tables, data, 
memoranda etc. A33DE04 H7 
Marks (Lionel S.) ed: Mechanical engineer's 
handbook. A33DEl Hl 
Camm (F. J.)ed: Newnes engineer's 
reference book. do H6 
Stuart (A. H.): Practical engineer's 
pocket book, 1947. A33DEl1J H6 
| Town (H. C.) Machine shop yearbook 
and production engineer's manual. A33DE10 H3 
Crocker (Sabin) : Piping handbook. A33DE11 H5 
j Anderson (Edwin P.): Audels refrigeration 
and air conditioning guide. A33DE12 H8 
Whittaker: Electrical engineer's pocket-book. A33DE13 H6 
Knowlton (A. E.): Standard handbook 
for electrical engineers. A33DE130 Hl 
Markus (John) etc. ed: Electronics for 
engineers. do H5 
Molloy (E.) ed. : Electrical engineer's reference 
book. do H5l 
Henney (Keith) ed. : Radio engineering 
handbook. A33DE137 Hl 
Terman (F. E.): Radio engineer's handbook. do H3 
Cohen (B. S.) : Handbook of telecommunication. do H61 
Harger (W. G.) : Handbook for highway 
engineers. A33DE5A_ F7 
Water engineer's handbook and 
directory, 1939. A33DE8:4 G9 


Bland (M. C.) Handbook of steel erection. 


A33DE945_ F3 


These are some of the important dictionaries, encyclopaedias and 
handbooks acquired recently. In appendix 1 and 2, a list of current 
journals subscribed for by the University under Engineering and 
Technology is given. 

Attempts are made to get some back volumes of engineering 
journals. 114 volumes of the Minutes and Proceedings of the Insti- 
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tution of Civil Engineers trom the year 1893 were donated to the 
Library by a retired Engineering O/jftcial belonging to the Southern 
districts. 


The scheme of classification of books under engineering js 
grouped under the heading ‘* DE” and for technology under “F” and 
sub-divisions are suitably made to take in all new branches of know- 
ledge under any one of these branches. 


It cannot be said that the Annamalai University in its 
technical side ranks as on? of the best of its kind; but all attempts 
are being made to get all the important books and periodicals. The 
annual grant has been over Rs. 10,000 under the headings Engineer- 
ing and Technology. 


51 journals under Engineering and 26 journals under Techno- 
logy are being subscribed for as shown in the appendix below. 


Appendix 1: Engineering 


1. Architectural Review. 2. Automobile Engineering. 3. Beama 
Journal. 4. Builder. 5. Civil Engineering. 6. Concrete and Constructional 
Engineering. 7. Draughtsman. 8. Electrical Engineering (American). 
9. Electro-technische-zeit Schrift. 10. Electrician. 11. English Electric 
Journal. 12. Engineer. 13, Engineering. 14. Engineering Journal. 15. 
Engineers News Record. 16. Farm Implement and Machinery Review. 
17. G.E.C. Journal. 18. Architecture and Building News. 19. Highways, 
Bridges and Aero-dromes. 20 Journal of the American Concrete 
Institute.2i. Journal of Engineering Education. 22. Journal of the 
Institute of Civil Engineers 23. Journal of the Institute of Mechanical 
and Country Engineering. 24 Journal of the Junior Institute of 
Engineers. 25. Journal of Geology. 26. Journal ot Scientific Instru- 
ments. 27. Journal of the Institute of Engineers (Australia). 28, 
Machinery. 29. Marg. 30. Mechanical World. 31. Modern Transport. 
32. Metropolitan Vicker’s Gazettes 33 Municipal Engineering. 34. 
Nautical Almanac. 35. Oil Engine. 36. Proceedings of the Society 
for Experimental Stress Analysis. 37. Proceedings of the Institution 
of Electrical Engineers. 38. Proceedings of the American Society of 
Civil Engineers. 39. Public Roads. 40. Records of the Geological 
Survey of India. 41. Roads and Road Construction. 42. Science To-day. 
43. Surveyor. 44. Structural Engineer. 45 Science Digest. 46. Popular 
Mechanics. 47. Journal of the A. P. T. I India. 48. Town and Country 
Planning. 49. Transactions of the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers. 50. Water and Water Engineering.51. Town Planning 
Review 

Appendix 2. : Technology 

1. Analyst 2 A.S'T.M Bulletin 3. A.S.T. M. Proceedings. 

4. British Plastics 5. Cement and Lime Manufacture 6. Chemical 
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Librarian, Technical Library ; 
Tata Iron and Steel Company, Ltd., 
Jamshedpur. 
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Abstracts 7. Chemical and Metallurgical Engineering. 8. Chemical En- 
gineering Progress. 9 Chemistry and Industry. 10. Food. 11. Food 
Industries. 12. Food Manufacture. 13. Institution Bulletin. 14. Industrial 
Chemist. 15. Industrial and Analytical Chemistry and Chemical En- 
gineering News. 16. International Industry. 17. Journal of the Institute 
of Fuel. 18 Journal of the Society of Chemical Industry. 19. Manufac- 
tucing Chemist. 20. Modern Plastics. 21. Oil and Colour Trades Journal 
22 Scientific Worker. 23 Technology Review. 24 Transactions of the 
Institute of Chemical Engineers. 25. Transactions of Mining and 
Metallurgical Institute of India. 26. Water and Sewage Works. 


Technical Library, 
Tata Iron & Steel Company, Ltd., 
Jamshedpur 


Dr. A. L. Sinha, Librarian. 


The Technical Library of the Tata Iron & Steel Company that 
was Started just about 11 years ago as a separate unit has a collec- 
tion of 5,000 volumes in the Central Library and about 2,500 volumes 
distributed in the various departments for their exclusive use. These 
books consist chiefly of metallurgical and engineering subjects. Be- 
sides these, we have 7,000 bound volumes of the 240 technical 
journals to which we subscribe, and about 3,000 pamphlets consisting of 
the BIOS, CIOS, FIAT reports, translations of Henry Brutcher, 
Altadena, Calif, and the Iron and Steel Institute, Confidential Reports 
of the British Nonferrous Metals Research Association, Technical 
Reports of the British Electrical and Allied Industries Association, 
British Ceramic Society Reports, Te@hnical Publications of the Phillips 
Electric Lamps Cu. (Holland) etc. There are also complete sets of 
British Specifications, the Indian Stores Department, Indian Railway 
Standards, and American Standards. It was found difficult during 
war years to obtain as many books as we would have liked, but now 
have caught up with arrearsand the Tisco Library today is one of 
the most complete and comprehensive metallurgical libraries to be 
found anywhere. 


The selection of books is made froma careful study of the 
hundreds of reviews appearing inthe various technical publications. 
Besides the 240 journals already mentioned, another 100 journals are 
obtained for the exclusive use of some departments. We also receive 


about 60 house journals from abroad and a large volume of trade 
literature. 


We send out cyclostyled sheets to the departments of the latest 
additions tothe Library, and also inform Heads of the departments 
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of Heads of Departments where technical questions are discussed 
helps him to be in the know of the variety of the problems that the 
Company is concerned with and to be of use by drawing their 
attention to technical information on those subjects. Besides the 
Library Corner of our house journal TISCO REVIEW is utilised not 
only to brixg out items of general interest to the Company but also 
a comprehensive survey of metallurgical and allied articles. 


As it often happens in a Library of a large industrial concern, we 
have to deal witha variety of reference questions. Moreover, the 
TISCO are not only operating the Steel Plant, but they own the town 
and look after the housing, education and health of the population, 
which is mostly composed of Tata employees. So the questi»ns may 
vary from Aerodynamics to architecture, silicones to sewage disposal, 
besides the usual ones on steel production. 


We follow the open access system in the Library and we 
maintain a card index of authors and subjects of books and a card 
index of important abstracts that we make ourselves. The classifica- 


tion is by the Dewey system with modifications. 


The Central Institute Of Education, Delhi. 


The Central Institute of Education, Delhi is maintained by the 
Government of India for purposes of Educational Research and train- 
ing of teachers. Its B.T. and M. Ed. classes are affiliated to the Delhi 
University. 

It is hoped that in the course ofthe next year or so, a Psycholo- 
gical section for carrying out experiments in aptitude tests, selection 
methods, vocational guidance and other services will be attached to 
the Institute. 

In a short span of one year a collection of over 6, 000 volumes 
has been built up. The new teak wood furniture is of latest design. 
The entire collection is classified according to Dewey Decimal system 
of classification and an uptodate Dictionary card catalogue is being 
maintained. 

The library specialises in general, clinical, abnormal, Educational 
and Child Psychology and various aspects of Education like Philosophy 
of Education, Elementary and Secondary Education, Methodology of 
teaching and education of the handicapped children etc. The sections 
in child Study, Psychoanalysis and Abnormal Psychology are probably 
the best in India. 

Mr. D.R. Kalia, M. A., D-L.Sc. (Hons.) formerly of the Central 
Training College and the Punjab University Library, Lahore, is in- 
charge of the Library and he has been there since the very start of 


the Institute Library. 
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Central Board of Irrigation Library and 
Information Bureau 


Pt. Gyan Chand, Chief Librarian. 


The Central Board of Irrigation was instituted in 1927 as a 
semi-official body composed of the Chief Engineers for Irrigation of 
various Provinces and States. 


The Central Board of Irrigation Library and Information Bureau 
was formed as an ancillary organisation of the Central Board of 
Irrigation as a result of the recommendations of the Royal Commis- 
sion on Agriculture in India, 1926-28, and came into being on Ist 
May 1931. On the creation by the Government of India of the 
Central Waterpower, Irrigation and Navigation Commission in 1945, 
the Government of India took over the C. B. I. Library with 
effect from April, 1,1946 asa part of the Central Waterpower, 
Irrigation and Navigation Commission so that it could serve both the 
organisations. 


Objects 


The Library and Information Bureau was instituted with the 
following objects :- 


(1) To maintain a technical library on irrigation and allied 
subjects. 

(44) Tocollect and supply information on irrigation and allied 
subjects. 


(iti) To establish contacts with institutions and individuals in 
India and other countries engaged in irrigation and allied 
subjects with a view to the pas tale of publications. 

(iv) Dissemination of the results of research on irrigation and 
allied subjects. 


_ _Brief notes regarding the activities of the Library and Informa- 
tion Bureau to attain the above-mentioned objects are given below :— 
Literature Received 


The Library endeavours to obtain all literature published in 
India or abroad, on subjects of direct interest to irrigation, hydro- 
electric and hydraulic engineers (e. g, irrigation, hydro-electricity, 
hydraulics, hydraulic engineering, navigation, canal and river engineer- 
ing, flood control, dam construction, storage reservoirs, law of waters 
etc.). It also obtains standard works on subjects of indirect interest 
(eg. Soil mechanics, foundations, tunnels, bridges, agriculture, soil 
science, mathematics and _ statistics, physics, chemistry, geology, 
mechanical engineering, mining, testing, and strength of materials, 
design of structures, building construction, town planning, rail and 
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road engineering, water supply and sewerage, transport and commerce, 
technical drawing, etc.). 

In addition to books, the Library obtains regularly almost all the 
important engineering periodicals published in India and abroad. 
About 120 such poriodicals are being received regularly. 


Maps and plans, projects and structures forms an important part 
of a specialised technical library. The Central Board of Irrigation 
Library too collects such maps, plans and photographs relating to 
irrigation, hydro-electric and hydraulic projects and structures and 
indexes them in the same manner as books. 


The Library has now over 20,000 books, about 10,00C issues ot 
periodicals and over 3,000 plans, photographs etc. 


A considerable part of this literature is received free of cost on 
exchange basis, as the Library and Information Bureau has established 
exchange relations with as many as 170 institutions in various 
countries of the world, whereby those institutions send to the Library 
all their publications in exchange for the publications issued by the 


Central Board of Irrigation Library. 


Abstracts 


To keep engineers in India abreast of modern developments in 
the engineering field in the various countries of the world and to keep 
them informed of the literature being received in the library, 
including books, pamphlets, typewritten notes, articles from periodi- 
cals and proceedings gf engineering and scientific societies, is 
abstracted. The work of abstracting i® done by specialist engineer 
officers. The abstracts are arranged according to subjects in the 
order of U. D. C. numbers and published in the form of a monthly 
publication called the “C. B. I. Abstracts”. This publication is 
distributed to various organisations contributing or subscribing to the 
a Board of Irrigation for circulation among their engineer 
officers. 


Indexing and Catalogues 


As one of the most important jobs of the Library is to supply 
information in response to enquiries on technical subjects, and the 
library has to serve as a highly specialised library and has to cater to 
the needs of irrigation, hydro-electric and hydraulic engineers through- 
out India, a system of indexing which can enable detailed indexing is 
necessary so that information on even the minutest aspects of any 
subject could be readily supplied. The Universal Decimal Classifica- 
tion system (which is a modification of the Dewey Decimal Classifica- 
tion and is sometimes cailed the Expanded Dewey) was accordingly 
adopted for this purpose. The use of this system in the Central 
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Board of Irrigation Library during the last 18 years has shown that 
it is particularly suited for specialised libraries. 


The following sets of catalogues are maintained in the Library to 
meet the needs of the users of the Library :— 


(1) Author catalogue. 
(ii) Subjects catalogue. 
(14) Projects catalogue. 
(iv) Rivers catalogue. 


(v) Shelf—List. 


The cards catalogue maintained in the Library contains about 
1,63,000 cards. 


Enquiries Dealt with and Loan of Books 


Increasing use of the Central Board of Irrigation Library is 
being made by engineers, throughout India for making enquiries on 
technical subjects and asking for books on loan. Enquiries are 
being received at the rate of 25 enquiries per month and about 3,000 
books are issued on loanannually. This number, though small as 
compared with public libraries is quite appreciable considering that 
the library has practically no local borrowers and every book has to be 
sent out with a forwarding letter. 


Statfile and Microfilming 


The Library has started a statfile and Microfilming Section of 
its own, with a view to enable the library to have copies made of 
useful out of print or otherwise unavailable publications and to 
prepare copies of master plans of projects now under construction 
of study. The Statfile section is working since April 1948 and 
copies of various important out of print publications obtained on 
loan from U.S.A. and copies of various master plans have already 
been made. The library can undertake to do statfiling work for 
other organisations on payment. The Microfilming equipment has 
not yet been received in full. 


Motion Pictures 


The Library has also obtained a number of motion pictures of 
interest to engineers. These films can be had on loan by Govern- 
ment institutions or other organisations in accordance with rules 
prescribed for the purpose. 

Binding 

As a lot of literature received in the Library is composed of 
unbound bulletins, reports of organisation, a bookbinding section 
was started in thelibrary in April 1948. This section is doing useful 
work and a very large number of-unbound books have been bound 
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and those requiring repairs have been repaired. This has considera- 
bly added to the wholesome appearance of the Library. 


Translations 


The Library obtains quite a number of publications in languages 
other than English. Particularly useful publications or articles are 
generally got translated for the use of the Indian engineers. About 
100 such translations have so far been done for which there has been 


a great demand by engineers. 


Exhibits 

An Exhibits section has been started in the Library recently 
with a view tocollect models of engineering works and devices so 
that in due course the Library may serve as an Engineering Museum. 


Supply of Index Cards to other Institutions 


As mentioned earlier, the Library serves Public Works Depart- 
ments (Irrigation and Hydro-Electric) and the various Hydraulic 
Research Stations of the Central, Provincial and State Governments. 
To enable these offices to have detailed information on the literature 
available in the Central Board of Irrigation Library on any particular 
subject, a scheme of supplying sets of index cards prepared in the 
Library to these Departments and Research Stations has been put into 
operation since July 1947. A nominal charge of Rs. 300/- per set per 
year has been levied. Already a dozen organisations have become 
subscribers to this scheme. 
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Need of a Special Libraries Association 
in India 


(On the lines of the Special Libraries Association in U.S. A or ASLIB in ENGLAND) 


Mr. H. N. Rangachar) 


(Indian Institute of Science Library ) 


By a special library is meant a library devoting special attention 
to a particular subject to give maximum assistance to the particular 
readers of that library. This does not mean thar related subjects 
should not be cared for in a special library. The majority of 
literature should be on the special subject dealt with. 


In every field, science, industry, trade, commerce, education etc., 
the information available is so great, so scattered, so rapidly increas- 
ing that it is beyond the power of the individual to bring within his 
own knowledge even that small portion of it that deals with the 
special subject Not only the information grown, but modern condi- 
tions make it necessary for the individual to be familiar with a great 
proportion of what is available. The builder must have knowledge 
of the use of hundred kinds of material where previously, he would 
have been called upon to employ only a dozen. The merchant whose 
operations confined, a century ago, to the area served by a local 
market town must now be equipped with the facts about market 
conditions all over the world. 


The reasons for this tremendous change are of great historic 
interest. The special libraries association is concerned with practical 
efforts to meet the new situation. These practical efforts must be 
addressed to the fact that all this knowledge has to be highly organis- 
ed for individual use, if advantage is to be gained by it. The methods 
to deal with this problem are sporadic, sectional, planned narrowly 
and on too small a scale. Co-ordination is lacking and attempts too 
often, are themselves the cause of additional confusion. Methods 
are not unified and work is duplicated. 


| There are several special institutions in India and such institu- 
tions are increasing in number and are bound to increase even in 
future, especially after the attainment of our freedom. This being 
the age of specialisation, special institutions and consequently special 
libraries are ever on the increase. 


Let us think for a moment the need for unified efforts to index 
scientific information. Science has become a very important part of 
modern civilisation, andin the future, the powers to be delivered from 
it will rapidly increase. The situation of mankind which is arising 
from the progress of science, is of a new order, and differs in degree 
from any that has ever occurred before. Inthe past, science has 
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given man the knowledge which has enabled him to turn natural 
forces to his own purposes. During the past two hundred years, a 
comparable advance has been made by the development of mechanical 
power beginning with the steam engine. Today we are witnessing 
the fruition of this age, in the unification of the world by techniques 
and especially through the use of steam and internal combustion 
engines and electricity. Scientists have a mighty influence on the 
future, and therefore must bear their part of the responsibility for it. 
Therefore efficient organisation and use of scientific informationis one 
of the chief problems of the day. It is the business of the _ scientific 
information service to provide a complete and efficient index of all the 
scientific knowledge which is now so fateful for mankind. Scientific 
information is not mere'y a matter of convenience for few experts, it 
is becoming a key for future of humanity. 


Turning now towards Research, research in general, like industry, 
is becoming slowly nationalised and the basis of joint research is being 
broadened, necessitating quick and easy reference to published litera- 
ture. Even the individual specialist must co-ordinate his activities 
with those working on related subjects. 


The various branches in science and technology are becoming 
more and more dependent upon one another. Development in one 
field has immediate repercussion in others which formerly persued a 
distinct path. Witness, for example, the intimate relations between 
development in acoustics, electricity and optics in connection with 
recent technical application such as broadcasting, wireless, talking 
pictures etc. Such interdependence of the sciences gives rise to 
increased difficulties in indexing the written documents, the contents 
of many of which may be of considerable interest, if not of importance 
from the developmental point of view, to more than one field of 
sciencé. 


The difficulties of indexing are increased by the fact that 
researches in countries formerly regarded as comparatively unproduc- 
tive are assuming an ever increasing relative values, thus producing 
a growing volume of literature to be indexed. Altogether the abso- 
lute bulk of scientific and technical literature has grown both in 
magnitude and cost to dimensions, which prohibit representation 
adequate for the specialist, save by large libraries. The necessity of 
attempting to index this mass of literature so that the information 
relating to a given subject may be available as need has produced a 
multitude of bibliographical undertakings. Unfortunately there is 
little coordination between these enterprises either in regard to the 
literature or subjects indexed and in many cases the methods of 
indexing followed are faulty. So, the formation ota special libraries 
association in India will certainly go a long way in solving these 
problems. 
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Similar reasons formed the basis for the outcome of ASLIB in 
1924, after convening a conference, in London. The credit for this 
conference must be given to a number of men actively engaged in 
work of scientific and industrial research. They organised the meet- 
ings in order that those engaged in the collection, treatment and 
dissemination of knowledge and information in many branches of 
human activity should have an opportunity of discussing certain 
common problems. They had, at that time, no intention whatsoever 
of fotming a permanent association. 


The objects of ASLIB, a permanent body wich a_ governing 
council, officials, staff and offices in London, areas follows :— 


(a) to examine, foster, and coordinate the activities of research 
organisations, special libraries, information bureaux and 
similar services, 


(b) to develop the usefulness and efficiency of special libraries 
and information bureaux under whatever titles they may 
function. 


(c) to promote whether by conferences, meetings or by other 
means the wider dissemination and the systematic collec- 
tion and use of information. 


(d) to encourage by cooperative means, the prevention of 
waste of effort due to the unnecessary duplication of the 
work of those engaged in research and allied services. 


The objects of the association are achieved by 


(a) maintaining a record of the whereabouts and the parti- 
culars of existing sources of information and in assisting 
its members to get into touch with them. 


(b) forming an annual conference in September, when papers 
are read and personal touch between members is estab- 


lished. 


(c) issuing of a directory Of sources of specialised information 
in Great Britain and North Ireland 


(d) giving advice and assistance to members in the organisation 
and classification of their own records. 


(e) by establishment and maintenance of a register of expert 
translators who possess the knowledge of not only langu- 
ages but also the specialised knowledge of the subjects, 
which is essential for work of a technical character. 


The founders of the association were fully aware of one great 
obstacle, namely the knowledge of the sources of information. The 
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first big task undertaken by the association was the compilation and 
publication of a guide to the sources of information in special libraries, 
information bureaux and elsewhere. The association got a generous 
financial assistance from the Carnegie U K. Trusteesin this great 
task. 


There still remains plenty for ASLIB to do. 
Therefore it is high time we think of the need of a special 
libraries association in India and form on these lines, one such at an 


early date. 





Benares Hindu University Library 
Technical and Research Facilities in the University Library 


Pt. D. Subrhmanyam, M. A., Librarian 


The Benares Hindu University is an All-India residential 
University with departments of study and research in several faculties 
resonating with the cultural and Industrial needs of the country. 
The Library being the hub from which all the intellectual activities 
of the University are radiated, it “thas been equipped with reading 
materials for advanced teaching and research in various fields of 
up-to-date knowledge. The number of faculties; the increasing 
number of various Boards of studies, numbering up to 45, the growing 
number of students in different faculties (now more than 5,000) 
indicate the popularity of the Institution and the attraction for the 
new studies not in vogue in other Universities of the Country. 


Research and its Role in University 


The application of all available knowledge and techniques 
forthe systamatic propagation and research fur new knowledge is 
essential for the progress of Civilization. Efficiency of research 
is evinced toan amazing extent in the publication of an overwhel- 
mingly large number of periodicals (6,000) and millions of books 
and pamphlets. This stupendus growth of human knowledge 
necessitates a modus operandi forthe dissemination of the same to 
research workers. Organizations capable of furnishing scientific 
and technical information and promoting research by dissemination 
of knowledge are indispensable and the National Libraries and 
University centres are the only places where such information 
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bureaus can be fostered with right lines by furnishing the required 
technical staff to prepare abstracts of journals, bibliographies, 
indexes and reviews. 


The new outlook to alter the industrial and economic condi- 
tions in Our country necessitate proper and adequate arrangements 
for industrial training of our youth. A reorientation of the Indian 
ideals in Humanities and sciences is necessary. There are many 
problems of great importance which are yet to be tackled. Besides 
well-equipped laboratories, diligent, cultural students and leisure 
and freedom for study required for fostering research, a well- 
equipped and arranged library collection with an ideal for research 
and a library staff capable of connecting the readers to the books 
is indispensable. The Reading and research rooms should be replete 
with an atmosphere of study and culture. Facilities for research 
work for teachers should be made available through Reference service 
and by the provision of carrels and seminars for individual workers. 


Reading Materials : Book Stock 


The University has a rich collection of complete runs of 
periodicals and books in Humanities, Sciences and Applied Sciences 
to the extent of nearly 2 Lakhs. Every year an amount of Rs. 40,000 
on an everage is spent on the equipment ofthe Library with books 
and periodicals in an up-to-date manner to be abreast with knowledge 
and to pursue higher research. The Library Committee allocates 
annual grants to all the various departments according to their 
needs tin a proportionate manner. 


Departmental libraries especially for Sciences with no Scientific 
classification and cataloguing were in vogue before 1940 and they 
were all centralised and coordinated in that year in order to check 
the evils of departmentalisation and to foster a free and full use. 
The collection has been classified according to Dewey scheme and 
a Dictionary Catalogue has been prepared to facilitate the use of 
readers and research workers. 


The Scientific and Technological departments are equipped with 
the latest literature. Whole sets of valuable scientific periodicals 
form one of the important assets of the Library. The Benares 
Mathematical Society collection founded by the late Dr. 
Ganesh Prasad contains valuable foreign mathematical periodicals 
and rare books important for higher research work. 


Technological Collection 


The Silver Jubilee Technological collection endowed by the 
past and present alumnii of the department at acost of nearly 
Rs. 10,000 is a valuable addition to the existing collection of books 
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on chemical technology. The Indian Ceramic Society Library is an 
acquisition to the University. A very good number ot Journals and 
books required for the pursuit of research problems connected with 
ceramics has been collected and established under the auspicies of the 
University by the leading magnates of India connected with ceramic 
technology. In due course, it is expected that with the rich technical 
experience of the Department tor nearly three decades and the 
collection of up-to-date literature in this special field, the University 
will become acentre for efficient researchand become capable of 
acting as a source of research information service in this country. 


Orientalia Collection 


The Orientalia Section of the Library, full as it is, with all 
published materials has been further enriched by the valuable gift 
collection of Roor Mal Goenka Sanskrit Collection, Lala Sri Ram 
Arabic Urdu and Persian collection and Batuk Nath Sharma 
Sanskrit collection. The Maharaja of Cossimbazar Research collection 
donated by Dr. S. N. Das Gupta, ex-King George the V Professor 
of Philosophy, contains splendid invaluable reference books needed 
for research in Indian Philosophy and culture Research in these 
subjects is a prominent feature of the University. 


Social Sciences 


The collection of books on Social Sciences such as Politics, 
Economics, Administration, Law, Education and Commerce, is fairly 
good. The University Library has been selected as one of the 
depository centres in North India for all the Publications of League 
of Nations and U.N.O. International Labour Office Publications 
have enriched the economic Section. Many of the free publications 
of the Central and Local Governments are being supplied to the 
University. : 


Law Collection 


The Law collection of Sri Sunder Lal which is the nucleus 
for the Law Library has been further enriched by rare and valuable 
sets of American Law Reports, English and Indian Law Reports and 
a good number of classical Law books of the late Pandit Motilal 
Nehru to the extent of nearly 3,000 books. 


Other Collections 


Besides other special gift collections, the University Library 
has been enrolled on the free distribution list of many of the Indian 
States Publications and of Foreign publications like that of 
Smithsonian Institution, Carnegie Corporation, etc. 

Departments Conducting Research 


Thesis work has been made compulsory in the following 
departments of the University for M. A.,M.Sc., and Final Year 
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Technological Classes: Sanskrit, History, Economics, Politics, Hindi, 
Philosophy, Ancient Indian Culture in the Humanities; Physics, 
Chemistry, Geology, Botany, Zoology, in’ pure sciences; Agriculture, 
Mining and Metallurgy, Glass, Pharmacy, Chemical Technology on the 
technological side. Research in these subjects on varied types of 
prcblems is being pursued and the required guidance and training 
is afforded tothe students. a 


Research work on Cosmic Rays, Radio Engineering, Spectros- 
copy, in Physical and organic Chemistry has been pursued and 
considerable number of papers have been published and Doctorate 
Degree have been awarded. The new Ph.D. Course has been a 
further incentive for research workers. The Institute of Agricultu- 
ral Research is engaged on many problems concerning Physiology, 
Plant Pathology and soil Chemistry. On the Botanical side the 
University has established its reputation in the Scientific world for 
conducting research in Algae (marine and tresh water) Fungicides. 
One of the professors has been working on a very indispensable and 
most important problem, the reclamation of sterile (Ushar) lands. 
Entomological problems have been the special aspect studied in 
Zoology. Palaentology and Geology have been other fields of study 
in which steady research is going on. 


Reading Room 


The reading rvuom is of a special Rotunda type circular hall 
with a capacity to accommodate nearly 300, readers. Reference 
books such as General and special Dictionaries, Encyclopaedias, 
Bibliographies, Year Books, Commemoration volumes, Catalogues, 
etc., with shelf guides are furnished in the Almirahs equipped all 
round the Hall. The bound volumes of Humanities and Science 
periodicals are arranged inthe periodical room while the current 
ones are kept inthe Cabinets placed near the reading tables. The 
Card Catalogue Cabinets are kept at the entrance to the Hall. The 
latest additions fully treated, are displayed in special display cases, 
where they remain for a_ fortnight. Reference books, current 
periodicals and bound volumes are not generally issued out. 
Reference service to research workers is rendered from 8 A.M. to 
8 P. M. on all working days and the Library opened on an average 
310 days ina year. ‘Nearly 400 volumes. are lent out of the Library 
every day and more than 300 volumes consulted in the Reading Room. 


College and Seminar Libraries 


The Engineering College, Teachers’ Training College and 
Women College have their own college libraries. Orders for books 
and periodicals for these institutions are to go through the Central 
Library. The collections are gradually growing stronger to give scope 
for research work. 
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Each department of the University has its own seminar library 
for the use of post-graduate and research students. They are issued 
to the departments at the beginning of the yearand kept usually tor 
the whole year. Booksin these seminar libraries which consist mainly 
of advanced text-books, a few reference and technical books, labora- 
tory manuals, constantly needed by the department to the extent of 
300, form part ofthe general library and are included in the card 
catalogue, They are under the control of the heads of the various 
departments for the use of the members of the teaching staff and 
post-graduates and research students. 

Library Co-operation 


The Library is a member of the Inter-Library Loan system with 
all university libraries in India, National Library. Calcutta, and other 
Government Departmental Libraries. The reseirch workers, staff 
and students have been taking full advantage of this service. 


Reference Service 

The Great Wars revealed the importance and the supreme value 
of systemised knowledge and it stimulated the research activity in all 
centres. As a result of it, Intellegence Bureaus, Enquiry Desks, 
Reference Service abstracting etc., have come into prominence. The 
importance of adequate reference service, the vital function of estab- 
lishing contact between the right reader and right book in the right 
time to economize the time of the reader has been recognised as an 
indispensible feature of modern library science. Three graduate 
Reference Assistants have been added to the staff in 1946. These 
Assistants are always available from morning till night to help 
students and research scholars in making the best use of the Library 
and providing the required bibliographical materials on specific 
subjects, and displaying the same when necéssary. Bibliographies are 
compiled by the staff ofthe library on given topics and on special 
occasions and are supplied to Universities local and abroad. 


Conclusion 


The Professors of the University possessing rich experience in 
their respective branches of study are selected as members of diffe- 
rent bodies of Government planning. 


Any technical information needed by research workers is provid- 
ed by them and the information on reading materials needed for 
research is given free by the Library staff. The publications by the 
Professors and alumnii of the University and the increasing number of 
Post-Graduate and Doctor's thesis, year after year, om Various topics 
dealing with Humanities, Theoretical and Applied Sciences and 
Industrial problems and above all Indian Culture, Religion, Numis- 
matics and History are an index of the utility of the research service 
and the role of the Library played tur the last three decades in the 
University. 
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Notes and News 


India’s First National Chemical Laboratory 


The first National Chemical Laboratory of India, was opened at 
Poona on January 3, 1950 by the Prime Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru, at a ceremony witnessed by leading foreign and [ndian scientists 
present for the Science Congress. Science had been neglected in the 
past in this country, said Pandit Nehru, addressing the gathering. He 
hoped that the opening of the laboratory and the other 10 planned by 
the Government would serve “to harness the very good scientific 
talent available in the country,” and, through their words for the ad- 
vancement of science, set the country on the road to progress. 


The important role, the Chemical Laboratory would play in 
industrial development of the country was also emphasized by Sir 
Robert Robinson, Dr. Compton, Madame Julliot Curie, Sir C. V 
Raman, Dr. S. S. Bhatnagar and Professor McBain. a 


When completed shortly the laboratory building will stretch 
over a length of 640 feet and width of 200 feet with over 150 
rooms. The laboratory was being equipped for scientific research 
in pure and applied chemistry and would function through nine 
divisions each under a reputed scientist. 





Dr. Bhatnagar said they had engaged the services of two promi- 
nent foreign scientists in Dr. McBain and Dr Truttwin. The laboratory 
hoped to get two more foreigners to assist in their work. Prominent 
Indian scientists who are now working in the laboratory include Dr.N 
Daniodaray, Dr. S. Siddiqui, Dr. K. G. Mathur, Dr. J. Gupta and Dr. 
B. D. Laroia. 


* * * * 


The Indian Institute of Science Library, Bangalore, has in its 
collections up-to-date files of BIOS, CIOS and FIAT reports. New 
reports are added as and when released. 


* * * * 


Two more bibliographies have now been completed by the 
Indian Institute of Science Library, Bangalore : One on “Wind 
Power Generation of Electricity "and the other on “ Coffee”. 


* * * * 


The translation service of the Indian Institute of Science 
Library, Bangalore, has in its file of translations more than 100 
translations of scientific and technical papers available in that 
Library. Copies of translations will be supplied to scientists tor 
their own private use. Further information on the subject may be 
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had from the Lecturer in charge of Foreign Languages Section, 
Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore. 
* . * * 


The Indian Institute of Science Library, Bangalore, has now 
included inits activities a regular photostat service. Photocopies 
of scientific articles will be supplied at a nominal charge on 
requisition. 

* 7 * . 


German Specialists as Consultants 


Three German specialists were recently appointed Consul- 
tants to Library of Congress under the Oberlaender Trust of 
Philadelphia. They will report on trends in research in Germany, 
to help in the purchase of scholarly and scientific publications. 
They are Dr. Ernst W. Meyer of Wiesbaden, specialist in Political 
Science ; Dr. Dolf Sternberger of Heidelberg, in Social Science ; 
and Dr. Kurt Uebereiter of Berlin, in Natural Science. 6 


Two “ Little Science " booklets, The World within the Atom" 
and “Science in Everyday Things, " are obtainable free from School 
Service. Westinghouse Electric Corporation, 306 Fourth Avenue, 
Pittsburgh 30, Pennsylvania. Also, “ Adventures inside the Atom”, 
produced by General Comics, may be had by writing to the General 
Electric Company, Schenectady. New York. 


Dictionary of Sanskrit on Historical Lines 


The United Provinces Government have given a subsidy of 
Rs. 3,000/- to the Deccan College of Postgraduate and Research 
Institute, Poona, for compilation of a dictionary of Sanskrit on 
historical lines. The work is being carried out by what is described 
by an official service as ‘‘a body of very learned and competent 
scholars". The U.P. Government propose to continue to give an 
annual subsidy to the Institute till the work is completed, which is 
likely to take about fifteen years, in view of the ‘importance of the 
work from the point of view of national reconstruction ™. 


Second Annual Book Festival. 


This year Book Festival which was held under the auspicious of 
the East Punjab Library Association at the Government Training 
College for Women, Simla from November 16th to 20th, attracted 
thousands of visitors including professors. teachers and students ot 
local schools and colleges, advocates, doctors, engineers, public 
leaders, librarians and scholars. The Festival was inaugurated by_ the 
Hon'ble Sardar Narotam Singh, Minister for Education. Dr. K.C. 
Khanna, Director of Public Instruction, read the Welcome Address 
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and Professor D.C. Sharma, President of the Association, Presidential 
Address. 

More than 5,000 publications on the various topics of the day, 
life, literature and history of India, America, Australia, Canada and 
U.S.S.R., and_ publications of United Nations, Unesco, Library of 
Congress, Philosophical Library, Abingdon—Cokesbury Press, (Reli- 
gious Books), American Library Association, Library Association, 
London, H.W. Wilson Co., Special Libraries Association, Aslib, Indian 
par: +0 tana Ministry of Information and Broadcasting were 
exhibited. 


A special feature of the Festival was ‘Children’s Book Shelf.’ 
Many parents and teachers noted publications for their children and 
school libraries. Children’s Reading and Recitation Contest was 
also held in which 26 Children participated. Six prizes were awarded, 


* * * . 


Under an agreement between Mcgraw-Hill Publishing Company 
and the University of Microfilms, Electrical World will soon be 
made available to libraries on microfilm. Films are to be distribu- 
ted at the end of each volume year and sales will be restricted to 
subscribers to the magazine. The positive microfilm will be furnished 
on metal reels. 


Inquiries regarding purchase should be directed to University 
of Microfilms, 313 North First Street, Ann Arbor, Michigan. A 
number of other McGraw-Hill technical journals are also to be made 
available in this form. 


* « * * 


Aslib guides to sources of information in Great Britain will be 
issued at irregular intervals. They will be printed in pamphlet form 
suitable for inclusion in a loose-leaf binder. Each pamphlet will 
cover one well-defined field, such as Agriculture, Beverage and Food 
Industries, or the Paper Industry. Cumulated they are intended 
ultimately to form a new edition of the now out-of-print Aslib 
Directory. The pamphlets will be numbered in accordance with the 
universal Decimal Classification. Each pamphlet will contain notes 
on both the organizations and periodicals which are the sources of 
information in the particular field concerned. Brief subject indexes 
will be supplied, making each pamphlet a self-containd unit, but it is 
probable that these will be superseded by fuller indexes to each of the 
main classes of the Universal Decimal Classification when any class 
has been largely covered. (ASLIB, 52 Bloomsbury Street, London, 
W:C. 1. Price 2s. 6d. nett ; 2s. to Aslib Members). 
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* * * ” 


The book industry, a Report of the Public Library Inquiry, is 
the first book on the industry in almost twenty years, and the only 
up-to-date non-technical survey of publishing in America. Publishers, 
editors, distributors, manufacturers, writers and librarians will find its 
contents of great interest. Librarians, in particular, will find a clear 
picture of the importance to them of every decision in the publishing 
industry-whether in finance, editing. production or distribution— 
since their own book selections are influenced by the kinds of books 
published, by distribution methods documents and by the reading 
public—which in the last analysis is the. final mover and shaper of 
both library and industry. (Columbia University Press, New York: 
N. Y. 1949. $2.75.) 


News of Appointmenté 


Mr. T.D. Waknis, formerly Curator of Libraries, Baroda, has 
been appointed Curator of Libraries, Bombay: ~~ 
Mr. Balwant Singh Gujrati, Librarian, Government Training College, 
Jullundur City. 
Pt. Laxminarayana, Librarian, Municipal Public Library, Simla. 


Farewell Party to Mr. R. P. Karve 


Mr. R.P Karve, Curator of Libraries, Bombay who was mainly 
responsible for the scheme for expansion of libraries in the province 
which has now been accepted by the Governmert of Bombay and is 
being brought into force, was given a farewell party at the eve of 
retirement from the office on Saturday, November 13, 1949 evening 
at Tambe’s Health Home, Fort Bombay. 


The function which was arranged by the Bombay Library 
Association, was attended by Members and prominent librarians in the 
City. Dewan Bahadur K.M. Jhaveri, Chairman of the Association 
who presided on the occasion, paid a tribute to the single-minded 
devotion of Mr. Karve, to his works for the promotion of libraries in 
the province. 


The Modern Librarian 


We have received a copy of the Modern Librarian, Vecember, 
1949; (Volume) One: Number 1, (New Series), revived and edited 
by Mr. Fazal Elahi, formerly Assistant Librarian, University Library, 
Lucknow. After the partition of the Country, Mr. Elahi opted for 
Lahore (Pakistan) and joined as Professor of English and Economics 
at the M.A.O. College. Annual Subscription: Rs. 8/-. Lange Mandi, 
Lahore (Pakistan). ‘ 
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BOOKSHELF 
Reviews and Notices 


THE LIBRARY. IN EDUCATION 
by R. G. Ralph, London : Turnstile Press. 1949. 144 pp., 7/6. 


This book is a welcome addition to. the literature on teaching 
the use of books and libraries both to the teachers and librarians. It 
contains many valuable suggestions, suitable for use with any text- 
book on the use of libraries. It also provides exhortations, advice, 
and guidance in all technica]. matters connected with the organisation 
of the School Library, such as Classification Cataloguing and 
Reference work in an attractive, systematic, and practical manner. 


If instruction is given by librarians and teachers working togeth- 
er, they should plan the work carefully. Ethel M. Feagley, of Teachers 
College Library, Columbia University, published an article. “The 
teacher and the library", in the A.L.A. Bulletin for March 1934, in 
which she wrote: 


Library instruction should not be a separate course taught by 
means of artificial situations, but an itegral part of every sub- 
ject inthe curriculum. To give pupils the knowledge and 
practice which will make them independent users of refer- 
ence books and the library is an aim which cannot be 
accomplished by the librarian alone. The planning of the 
library instruction programme, therefore, should be under- 
taken by the entire faculty. The librarian will be the 
leader and adviser in the project, but unless she enlists the 
help of every teacher she is powerless to accomplish the 
desired results. A committee composed of the librarian and 
heads of departments could meet and discuss the various 
direct-study techniques which are needed by their pupils and 
which should be stressed in all classes. 


The purpose of this book is to offer a general course in school 
library work suitable for all teachers and students, and providing a 
basis for further studies by those who wish to specialise. The author 
deals competently with the essentials of library technique’ which the 
teacher, without professional library assistance, must acquire if his 
school library is to function efficiently, but a more important feature 
of the book is the detailed school course in library training which he 
describes, and the suggestions he makes for ensuring that the school 
library takes its proper place in the life of the school. 
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We commend this work that it will not only be bought and kept 
in all school and other libraries but that its spirit and its teaching will 
rise all those concerned with the reading of the Youngto drastically 
alter and improve the deplorable conditions which prevails at present 


in our school libraries. 


TREATISE ON VALUES 
by Samuel L. Hart, New York : Philosophical Library, 1949. 


166 pp., 3-75. 


The book exposes the current fallacy of the chaos of vaiuation, 
the artificial disjunction between reality and value, the wrong assump- 
tion of values as mere emotional ejacultations. There is no better 
proof against such fallacies than the functional significance of values, 
their role in sustaining and enhancing our social life. Tothe expert 
the scholarly erudition of the treatise will be apparent to the layman 
it will appeal as a dependable guide in solving difficult and timely 


problems. 


ACETYLENE CHEMISTRY (PB. Report 1885 2 sh) 

by Julius Walter Reppe, Chief of the Research Laboratories 
of [. G. Farbenindustrie A. G. Translated from the German. Nyack, 
New York : Charles A. Meyer & Assoc., Inc., 1949. 209 pp. $10,00. 


This book contains the complete text translation into English 
of the original report as written by Dr. Julius Walter Reppe. 
Heretofore, various important and pertinent parts of the text were 
omitted. This was due tothe omission of parts of thé translation as 
made by the original translator, thus requiring additional translation, 
revision and complete editing. 


In this work Dr. Reppe proved his ability to work independently 
because the chief of the laboratory andthe majority of the indigo 
laboratory's chemists were on the other side of the Rhine due tothe 
bridges being closed for some time by the French occupation forces. 
This process, in which dehydration of formamide was effected in a 
circulating current of ammonia, was modified by using a nitrogen 
current and different reaction conditions to obtain free hydrocyanic 


acid directly. 


It is evident, that fundamental syntheses like those discovered 
by Dr. Reppe. which comprise a wide field of organic chemistry, led to 
the production of a multitude of compounds which previously could 
not be produced industrially at all, or at least could be made only with 
difficulty. It must be considered a lucky coincidence that Dr. Reppe 
combines the qualities of a successful scientist with the remarkable 
skill of an experienced technician. It is this fortuitous combination 
which enables us to understand his unique success in developing his 
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own processes to the finished turn-key job. The consequences of a 
complete development of Reppe’s chemistry cannot yet be fully realiz- 


ed. 


The printing of this publication is reproduced on one side of each 
text page only in order to allow space for memorandums and notations 
on the blank pages opposite the text. 

This is without question the best and only book on ACETYLENE 
CHEMISTRY published so far. It has a great practical value and 
deserves world wide circulation. The book is indeed eminently suita- 
ble for all the Scientific, Technical and Research Institutions, Libraries 
and Laboratories. We congratulate the publishers and the author 
on making it a very useful publication. 


BHASA KE TEEN NATAK (Hindi) : 
translated into Hindi by Professor Sita Ram Sehgal. Available from 
the author, 20, Tagore Road, New Delhi. Price Rs. 1/4/-. 


Bhasa holds a unique place in Sanskrit literature. Kalidasa, the 
prince among ancient Indian Poets, has acknowledged him to be a 
great writer- King Harsha’s Court Poet, Bana, has compared the 
elegance of his plays to the splendour and magnificence of temples. 


The plays of Bhasa, thirteen in number were accidentally dis- 
covéred by T. Ganpati Shastri in 1910. They were first edited by 
him. Soon after their publication, they became very popular and 
attracted the attention of many scholars in the East and the West 
who have written erudite volumes on both the author and his works. 
His plays more eminently fitted for the stage than of any other Sans- 
krit dramatist. The interesting fact about these plays is that they 
include a tragedy and some one-act plays. Before the discovery of 
Bhasa’s works, the Western scholars believed that the Indian lacked 
the genius of writing tragedy. This discovery is, therefore important 
inasmuch as it not only refutes the fallacious belief of the Western 
scholars but also points to the possibility of the existence of more 
works of this kind, still unknown tous. The existence of one act 
plays 2400, years before our times also proves India to be the origi- 
nal inventor of this type of plays. 


It is pity that these plays have not so far been rendered in Hindi 
collectively Prof. Sita Ram Sehgal has undertaken this task. The 
book under review is the first volume of his Hindi translation of three 
one-act plays of Bhasa viz. Madhyama-Vyayoga Dutavakya, and Uru- 
Bhanga a tragedy. He has rendered the original in Sanskrit into easy 
and expressive Hindi. The translation makes pleasant reading. 


The book is a welcome addition to Hindi literature. 
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LETTERS TO MY SON 
by Dagobert D. Runes. New York: Philosophical Library. 
1949. 92 pp. $ 2.75. 


Here is a book that will be given an honored place in the thou- 
ghtful man's library by the side of the treasured, moral and reflective 
literature that has become part of our heritage. In this series of 
letters - in the fullest sense a collection of timeless, penetrating eSsays 
are the mature fruits of a brilliant intellect, richly endowed and many- 
faceted. ‘The author, a man distinguished as philosopher, editor, tea- 
cher, man of letters and man of practical affairs, has trained his mind 
on the problems besetting our times with provocative results. 


Original, profoundly moving, sometimes profoundly disturbing, 
these perceptive personal speculations and evaluations are drawn 
from those secret chambers of the spirit few men dare to explore and 
almost all men keep locked: against the world. Wise in the deepest 
sense of that word. these letters will be as fresh and vital to the gene- 
= of tomorrow as they are to us who are privileged to read them 
today. 


SCHOENBERG AND HIS SCHOOL 


by Rene Leibowitz. Translated by Dika Newlin, New York: 
Philosophical Library. 1949. 305 pp. $ 4°75. 


In Schoenberg and his School, the. author performs a threefold 
task. He relates the music of Schoenberg. and -his, followers to the 
age-old tradition of Western polyphony, of.which, he says, it is but 
the latest product. He discusses, with numerous musical examples, 
all known major works of Schoenberg and of ,his two great disciples 
Alban Berg and Anton Webern. And, in the final section of the 
book, he gives some hints as to what tradition represented by these 
three men can mean to the future, if it is carried still further by young 
composers of today. 


2 The author, himself a composer and conductor of note in France, 
1s particularly well qualified to speak on his chosen theme, for he 
studied with both Webern and Schoenberg, and has in turn taught 
some of France’s most promising young composers. As a result of 
this experience, his book is not only firmly,grounded on careful analy- 
sis but also imbued with the contagious enthusiasm generated by his 
intense personal involvement with the, music of which he writes. 


THE WAY TO POWER AND POISE 
by E. Stanley Jones. New York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 
1949.365 pp. $ 1.25. 


This stimulating book is a logical, workable guide to the Source 
of spiritual and physical well-being. It is Dr. Jones, answer to the 
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tensions of worry and frustration in modern life, offering a scripture 
reference, a brief meditation, a prayer, and a positive spiritual afiirma- 
tion for everyday in the year. Clearly and forcefully written, the 
meditations are illustrated by*real problems of real people who found 
their answers in God. 


The Way to Power, and Poise has a threefold use: _ 

For daily devotions. For group or class study or discussion of 
the weekly themes. For reading, like any other book, as a continuous 
whole. 


ISABELLA, QUEEN OF GOOSELAND 


by Emilie Blackmore Stapp. Illutrated by Forest W. Orr. Winchester: 
The Winslow Press. $2.75, 112pp. 


Here is the fourth book about dear old Isabella, now the 
Queen of Gooseland. Young readers everywhere will enjoy her 
latest adventures. After happy times in her southern home with her 
old friends, Dickie, Jean and Suzanne, and the dolls at Friendship 
Farm, she and the King take a joyous trip abroad through Gooseland 
in England, Switzerland, France, Holland, and Norway. Mr. Forrest 
Orr, well known Boston artist, adds further fun and gaiety to these 
experiences with his coloured illustrations. 


This new story, as the other Isabella Books—ISABELLA, THE 
WISE GOOSE-—ISABELLA’S BIG SECRET—ISABELLA, THE 
BRIDE—originated in a miniature fairyland in Wiggins Mississippi. 
Here, Emilie Blackmore Stapp, the author, lives among her famous 
collection of dolls from all over the world. 


From her quaint home. Miss Stapp has created another 
appealing story about her irresistible old goose who magically lays 
golden eggs for the children she loves, and now endears herself to 


geese all over the world—ISABELLA, QUEEN OF GOOSELAND. 


BY MAXIM NEWMARK, Ph D. 


“In the first 200 pages of this useful, practical dictionary are listed some 10,000 
current English terms, each with its French, German, and Spanish equivalents. The words 
listed are those most frequently used in the physical sciences and mathematics, and also 
in such applications as aeronautics, architecture, machine shop practice, meteorology, 
photography and radio. Each English entry is numbered and in subsequent pages 
there are separate indexes of the French, German and Spanish terms, correspondingly 
numbered, permitting two-way use of any of these languages with the English.” 


_“* Finally there are several pages of conversion tables and lists of technical abbre- 
viations for each language. This dictionary should prove to be exceedingly useful, 
particularly for handy reference purpose ; the library of every scientific and technical 
department should have a copy available.’’— American Journal of Physics. 
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The Late Khan Bahadur 


Khalifa Mohammed Asadullah 


1890—1949 


By the death of Khan Bahadur Khalifa Mohammed Asadullah 
on November 23, 1949, the library world in India and Pakistan has 
lost who made important contributions both as a librarian of the 
Imperial Library (now the National Library) Calcutta, and the Honora- 
ry General Secretary of the Indian Library Association for more than 


20 years. 


The late Khan Bahadur combined great technical ability with a 
driving force which enabled him to overcome all obstacles in the way 
of success. He possessed a singularly clear thinking mind and had an 
accurate foresight of the future needs of the professton. 


Always modest and unassuming, charitable in his judgements 
and warm in his appreciations, Khan Bahadur made many friends 
and admirers. He will be remembered with gratitude and affection 
by all his friends and members of the profession. 


We propose that Asadullah Commemoration Volume 
“LIBRARY IN INDIA AND PAKISTAN” be published. This 
Volume will be a fitting memorial toa man who gave largely to the 
cause of profession in India. Khan Bahadur had _ innumerable 
admirers and friends in India and Pakistan. We have no doubt 
that those who know him will give generously towards the cost of 
printing, publishing and distribution of this Memorial Volume. One 
thousand copies of this Volume be printed and presented to all the 
famous and Nitional Libraries of the world, so that the name of this 
great Jibrarian would not be allowed to perish. All those who are 
interested in this proposal, may kindly correspond with the Editor. 


A copy of the resolution passed by the Members of the National 
Library, Calcutta, and the Tributes received by the Editor are given 
below: 

The Members of the National Library, led by the Librarian 
assembled to express their grief at the loss they have suffered by the 
sudden demise of the former Librarian, Khan Bahadur K. M. Asadullah. 
After otfering prayers in memory of the departed soul they passed 
the following resolution which will be sent to the members of the 
Khan Bahadurs family. The Library remained closed to-day in 
memory of the former Librarian. 
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THE LATE KHAN BAHADUR ASADULLAH 


“The Librarian and the staff of the National Library, Calcutta, 
have been deeply grieved to learn of the sudden demise of Khan 
Bahadur K. M. Asadullah who was the Librarian of the Imperial 
Library for nearly twenty years. They desired to express ‘their 
heartfelt sorrow to the members of the bereaved family and pray 
that his soul may rest in peace.” 


Dr.S.Datta, Director of Public Instruction, West Bengal,Calcutta 


I am very sorry to learn from your letter dated November 26th, 
1949 of the sad and untimely demise of Khan Bahadur K. M. 
Asadullah on Wednesday, November 23rd at his residence. His 
services as a Founder Member of the Indian Library Association as a 
pioneer of the library movement in this part of the country and for 
the success of the subsequent conferences of the Association in parti- 
cular were unique and will be gratefully remembered by all members 
and workers in the country. His death createsa great void which it 
will be difficult to fill up in these days. 


Dr. P. M. Joshi, Director of Archives, Bombay 


To me Khan Bahadur Asadullah was more than a senior collea- 
gue in the Library Profession. We had known each other since 
1937 and this acquaintance made as professional brothers ripened into 
friendship and a feeling of affection for each other which went far 
beyond mere library ties. 


The late Khan Bahadur had nothing nearer his heart than the 
Indian Library Association and the cause of library development in 
the country. Indeed by his devotion to the Library Idea and by his 
unflagging energy in furthering it, he carved out for himself a position 


as leader of Indian Librarians. 


It was an unwritten convention between us that whenever! was 
in Calcutta — and sometimes I was there. more than oncea year — 
I had to stay with him. I remember his words to me onone occasion 
when he told me that so long as he was in Calcutta his house was my 
house during my sojourn in that city. Ihad thus an opportunity of 
seeing him and talking to him not merely as a fellow librarian, but 
also as a friend and I was able to know him asa‘man. I came to look 
upon him as an elder brother and my association with him is one of 
my happy memories. It is as a brother that I feel and mourn his loss. 


T. D. Waknis, Curator of Libraries, Bombay 
The news of Khan Bahadur Assadullah's death was indeed a 


surprise. 


I had the good fortune ot meeting Khan Bahadur only twice 
first at Jaipur andthe next time at Baroda at the time of the Library 
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Conferences. He was the moving spirit of these conferences al- 
though he studiously avoided the limelight of publicity. He would 
work behind the scenes, as it were. What he considered to be in the 
best interests of the movement he carried through either single- 
handed or with the assistance of those who saw eye to eye with him. 
His methods of work may not have bee n democratic in spirit but they 
were scrupulously soinform. He estranged the sympathies of not a 
few by such conduct but by and general what he did for the asso- 
ciation when library consciousness was not as widespread or keen as 
it is today certainly redounds to his credit as a tactful organizer. 


He was keen on perfecting the techniques of his profession, th- 
ough unlike the younger generation of librarians, he never allowed him- 
self to be carried on the wave of enthusiasm for an indegenous scheme 
of classification. He organized a training class at the Imperial Libra- 
ry. Itsstudents have acquitted themselves as well as of similar 
institutions in the country. 


He was a hospitable host and in social manners he reminded one 
of the spacious time of the Great Moghuls. He was sweet to his friends 
who jocularly styled him the Rasgulla of the Conference. 


Towards the end of his career he had to bear the mortification 
of witnessing the association — which he had conceived and brought 
into being rent by bitter personal feuds. Even a courtesy vote of 
thanks, it was sought by certain sections of the Association—to deny 
to him. 


His demise marks the end of an epoch of singleminded and single 
handed nurture of a democratic institution. 


It is for his successors to so develop the constitution that it will 
lead to a harmonious growth. What he willed, let us achieve. 


Dr. G. T. Kale, Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore 


Khan Bahadur K. M. Asadullah, the ex-Librarian of the then 
Imperial Library, Calcutta, who died on November 23, 1949, at 
the age of 59 years, was the most outstanding figure in the Indian 
Library Association. During the early period following his election 
as Honorary Secretary of the I. L. A. he soon took the reins of his 
Office firmly in hand, as a true Secretary should, and threw himself 
with such selfless devotion in the life and work of the Association 
that he became the fulcrumand focus of the entire work of the 
Association. It will be generally conceded that the period after the 
30's was a critical time in the development of librarianship in India. 
Profound changes were taking place which brought about what 
we may regard as a libraries revolution in this country. He steered 
the library movement wisely throw difficult times and thanks to his 
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personal influence brought status and recognition to the I. L. A. as 
an all-India body that it is today. 


He could render this signal service to the Association through a 
combination of sterling qualities and most progressive outlook. 
Some of these qualities were reflected in the correspondence I 
entertained with him in 1940 and 1941 before meeting him personally 
in 1942 at the All-India Library Conference in Bombay. One could 
seein hima born Secretary and Organizer, who knew how to use 
the right men in the right capacities. Himself a tireless and strict 
worker, he radiated enthusidsm and discipline around him, and his 
assistants and colleagues worked zealously to reap the reward of his 
commendation. Hedid not seemto cultivate the good-will of his 
colleagues-by over-indulgence ; indeed, it sometimes looked as if the 
reverse were the case ; he knew when, where and how to encourage, 
or, if need be, indeed, to be “ more candid than kind”. He trusted 
to the essential sanity of men and enjoyed the confidence and support 
of his colleagues in all his endeavours to raise the cultural and 
intellectual standards and to widen the horizon. I amnot alone in 
looking back tothe All-India Library Conferences where he served 
as the guiding light and his name was synonymous with strength and 
stability. Otherwise, his main life’s work lay entirely in practical 
librarianship and administration, and in that field he was supreme. 


By faith he was a Muslim. anda devout muslim too and after 
the partition, he opted for Pakistan. Nevertheless, he continued to 
take interest in Indian librarianship, and only recently he expressed 
his views in the “ Indian Librarian " on the library courses in India. 
Alas, that was the first and last sign of life the Indian librarians 
had of him since his retirement in Pakistan. Next, we received the 
sad news of his sudden and untimely death. He leaves sons and 
daughter, and a daughter-in-law whois a poetess, anda large circle 
of friends to mourn his loss. 


Y. M. Mulay, National Library, Calcutta 


The sad news of the sudden passing away of the Khan Babadur 
was most shocking, specially since I had seen his letter addressed 
to Mr. Kesavan only a couple of days before, in which he had asked 
for acopy ofthe Annual Report ofthis Library for 1947/48. It 
showed his keen interest in this institution, even after retirement, 
over the destiny of which he presided for quite about twenty years. 


Many memories of my association with him rushto my mind. 
We first met at the All-India Library Conference held at Calcutta 
in 1933 and I remember still the efficient manner in which the 
affairs of that Conference were organised and handled by Mr. 
Asadullah. Not only by virtue of his position as the Librarian of 
the Premier Library of the country but by his experience of and 
keen interest in Library matters, he was easily an outstanding figure 
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in the Indian Library World. He willl be long remembered for his 
untiring efforts to rear upthe infant Indian Library Association. 
His active and leading part in the tormatioa of the Association is too 
wellknown and needs no mention from me. His interest in the 
well-being of our profession was very great indeed andI knew how 
much he was missed by all of us when we met in Conference at Nagpur 
this year. 


The late Khan Bahadur was a §freat disciplinarian, both in 
his personal life as well as in his official duties. His sense of duty 
and discipline was of a-high order. His conscientiousness inadministra- 
tionand habits of indusry were remarkable ani his behaviour had 
always been most upright. I always looked upon him as a very able 
librarian of a fine character. I believe many have experienced the 
influence of his shrewed and forthright mind. He never shrank from 
controversy and his views were strongly held and torcefully expressed, 
as one could invariably obszrve at debates with him and from his 
editorials in the Bulletin. One could love him inspite of one’s 
differences with him. We have lost a good friend and I know his 
loss will be deeply felt by everyone in the profession who knew 
him at close quarters. My deep sympathies with the bereaved family. 


I. N. Sinha, Librarian, Patna University Libary, Patna 


The lamentable news of the sad and tragic demise of Khan 
Bahadur K. M. Asadullah came a _ surprise to most of his friends and 
well-wishers. 


Khan Bahadur wasa pioneer inthe field of librarianship, and 
library training, because it was he who inaugurated the library class in 
the Imperial Library. He was for several years, the Honorary General 
Secretary of the Indian Library Association of which he was one of 
the founder. He also invited the First All India Library Conference 
in Calcutta in the year 1933, which became a Bi-yearly feature from 
1933 onwards. During his time, wherever the conference were he!d 
it used to be very popular, well organised and well attended. He was 
an extremely capable administrator. 


Khan Bahadur wasa piller of strength tothe Indian Library 
Association, and in him we have lost not only true and sincere friend, 
but an honest worker for the cause of training the standard of 
librarianship. His genialtemperament and eversmiling expression 
endeavoured him to all and sundry. It would not be an exaggera- 
tion to say that his second love was the library profession. 


His death must be a great loss to his family, but they may find 
some consolation in the fact that their loss is shared by others too— 
his brothers in the profession. Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to 
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the deceased’s widow and the children in their irriparable loss. May 
God grant eternal peace tothe soul of the Khan Bahadur and may 
his spirit guide us on the right path. 


H. K. Vyas, Librarian, People’s Library, Dhobitalav, Bombay. 


The most lamentable news, of the sad, untimely and tragic death 
of Khan Bahadur Khalifa Mohammed Asadullah reczived by us 
from my friend Mr. Sant Ram Bhatia from Simla asa great shock and 
surprising to most of us, his friends and well-wishers. 


Khan Bghadur was amin of great heart by birth and by his 
qualities, he * will be remembered by all known to him in and out of 
the Indiin Library world. He was benefitted by the library service 
and the library service was benefitted by his activities. He had cham- 
pioned the cause of raising the standard of librarianship and used to 
work out seriously what could be passed at the conferences. He was 
very regular in ail his doings and dealings and very efficient to hold 
the posts and portfolios of responsibilities. 


Only 12 years have passed for our contact with each other 
where our relations as the teacher and the taught have been preserv- 
ed very socially and sincerely. His style of writing proved him to 
be a man of determination and firm mindedness. This was very evi- 
dent from the correspondence he had with many like myself. His 
way of teaching and training the students ofthe library training class 
was very impressive and effective. During the training period he 
used to infuse in them the spirit of whit a_ librarian should be, in the 
real sense of the term. 


Khan Bahadur Asadullah was an ardent worker, a sincere devo- 
tee to the library profession. Heas an Honorary General Secretary 
of the Indian Library Association had his own methodical plans to 
make the heavy work ofthe Library Conferences very light. At 
times, he would have differed with the views of the fellow workers 
and would have spoken or replied with a furious voice, which other 
(assembled), might have understood and felt otherwise ; but after a 
moment, they would have marked the expressions of joy and jokes 
from his talks coming out froma loving heart and sincere friend to 
them all. 


In him we have lost not only a_ best librarian but a man of great 
calibre, and administration, a sincere friend, a best teacher, an honest 
worker for the progress of the library service and in the field of library 
movement. Our pious wish remains witha prayer for the eternal 
peace to his departed soul, and with a wish that his soul will guide us 
on and onto the path of righteousness. Our most sincere and heart- 
felt sympathy remains with the family members in their irreparable 
loss caused by untimely passing away of Khan Bahadur Asadullah. 
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“He is not dead whose lofty mind lifts thine on high. 
To live in hearts he leaves behind is not to die.” 
Pt. D. Subrahmanyam, Librarian Benares Hindu University 


The sad demise of Khan Bahadur Asadullah Saheb is an irrepai- 
rable loss to the Library profession. ; His name stands out permanently 
in the Annals of Librarianship of India. His devotion to the 
profession, ardour for the propagation of Library Science, tact and 
organizing capacity are too well-known toa generation of Librarians 
and he can as well be reckoned as one of the pioneers, who laida firm 
foundation for the Indian Librarianship. 


I have had the pleasure of association with Khan Bahadur (as _ he 
is generally known in Library circles) for a long time, first-having been 
deputed by the Benares Hindu University authorities to study the 
methods of Librarianship in the Imperial Library in 1930. He took 
keen interest in the propagation of the study of Dewey Decimal 
Classification. As an administrator, I found him: to be a good 
disciplinarian, conscientious and methodical in his work and full of 
courtesy and polished manners. Having held the eminent position of 
the Librarian of the Imperial Library—a coveted lucrative post—he 
was a target of criticism in those days, but by, his ardent enthusiasm 
for the profession and inauguration of the library science classes under 
the auspices of the Imperial Library and initiation of the All-India 
Library Conference and the Journal of Library Science, through his 
official influence, he eclipsed the fame of his predecessors and estab- 
lished the new outlook of Librarianship on sound technical methods. 
He is well-known for his social, educational and library work for 
nearly two decades in Calcutta. It is by dint of his merit and tact, he 
came to occupy an esteemed position in Librarianship. 


He had been a trustee of the Indian Museum of Calcutta, 
Secretary of the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal, Fellow of the 
Calcutta and Aligarh Universities and member of the All Indian 
Muslim Educational Conference. On retiring he was appointed on 
the Pakistan Sub-Committee for the division of the Education Depart- 
ment of the Government of India and held the Office of the educational 
Advisor of the Government of Pakistan till his death. 


May his soul rest in peace 
Tributes were also received from M. Nabi Ahmad, Librarian 


Jamia Millia Islamia, National Muslim University, Delhi and Mr. S. 
Mookerji, Assistant Librarian, Calcutta University Library, Calcutta. 
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NOW AVAILABLE 


ACETYLENE CHEMISTRY | 


By 
Dr. Julius Walter Reppe 
Chief of Research Laboratories of 1.G. Farbenindustrie A.G. 
U.S. Denortment of Commerce P, B. Report 18852-s 
(Trenslated from German into English) 
209 pages - (approximately 1,50,000 words) including detailed subje-:t 
index plus a complete table of contents price $10.00 plus minimum 
postage and handling charge. 


DO NOT MISS THIS PUBLICATION 


| Other Publications 

A few of the many important publications (translated from German 

and Russian into English) of interest in the Petroleum and Chemical 

fields and now availiable, are listed Lelow : | 
f 


GERMAN PUBLICATIONS 
| PC-S-I EXPLOSIVE DECOMPOSTION OF ACETYLENE 
| PC-S-II FISCHER TROPSCH, RUHRCHEMIE AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT- | 
Volumes, I, II, II, 1V, V, VI, VII 
| PC-S-IV WAX OXIDATION~ Volumes I, II, III 
| PC-S-V OXO PROCESS Volumes I, I 
| PC-S-VI SYNTHETIC LUBRICATING OILS Volume I 


RUSSIAN PUBLICATIONS 


| | PC-R-501 HIGH-TEMPERATURE PYROLYTIC OXIDATION OF FUELS | 
AS TECHNICAL METHOD FOR PRODUCING GASEOUS 
| OLEFINS— Communication I: Pyrolysis of Cracked Residual 

Oil in Presence of Air 
| PC-R-502 HIGH-TEMPERATURE PYROLYTIC OXIDATION OF FUELS 
AS TECHNICAL METHOD FOR PRODUCING GASEOUS 
| OLEFINS ‘Communication II: Pyrolysis of Fuels in Presence of | 
| Steam and Oxygen 
| PC-R-513 STRUCTURE OF CHROMIUM CATALYSTS 
| PC-R-515 MOLECULAR COMPOUNDS OF BORON FLUORIDE AS NEW 
| 





POLYMERIZATION AND ALKYLATION CATALYSTS 
Detailed information and price list covering these and ALL PUBLICATIONS 
published to date, available upon request at no obligation. 


CHARLES A. MEYER & ASSOC., Inc. 


| Translations —Technical Research—Technical Publications 
Upper Nyack-on-the-Hudson 
NYACK, NEW YORK (U.S.A.) | 











———— 











Please Mention THE INDIAN LIBRARIAN V When Answering Advertisements 





